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Public  Health  Olhces, 

Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 

April,  192G. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Queenborough  and  Sheer¬ 
ness  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Joint 
Committee. 

Mr.  Chairinan,  Mrs.  Durant  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1025. 
During  the  past  four  years  this  report  has  been  kei)t  down  to  a 
strict  minimum,  but  this  year,  acting  upon  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  scope  is  somewhat  enlarged  to  allow 
of  a  general  view  of  the  progress  that  has  taken  place  in  all 
Public  Health  matters  concerning  the  various  Districts,  in  the 
last  five  years.  Separate  reports  are  appended  for  each  of  your 
Districts. 

Taking  a  general  view  of  1925,  I  believe  the  meteorological 
aspect  of  the  year  contributed  largely  to  the  generally  improved 
Public  Health.  The  Meteorological  Office  reports  1925  as  “  A 
normal  year,  a  sunny  and  al)normally  dry  June,  a  wet  May, 
wintry  conditions  in  November  and  December.”  Compare  this 
with  1924,  ‘‘  A  dull  and  very  wet  year,”  and  it  must  be  conceded 
that  this  extra  sunshine  which  means  exti'a  vitality,  gave  all  an 
increased  hope  of  better  health.  The  rainfall  and  sunshine  re¬ 
cords  of  your  Districts  compare  favourably  with  those  of  the 
various  South  Coast  Health  Resorts. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  markedly  low,  and  the  notification 
of  only  one  case  of  Typhoid,  and  that  an  imported  one,  speaks 
itself  for  the  excellent  character  of  the  sanitation  and  \vater 
supplies.  The  otlier  Infectious  Diseases  are  also  satisfactorily 
low.  and  you  are  now  reaping  the  advantages  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Laboratory,  where  forty-six  swabs  from  soi-e  throats 
were  examined,  and  only  six  cases  had  to  be  removed  to  isola¬ 
tion,  thus  making  a  very  considerable  saving  in  expense  to  the 
Districts.  In  speaking  of  the  Lal)oratory,  I  should  like  to  ex- 
])ress  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Greenwood,  County  Medical  Ofiicer, 
who  agreed  to  the  establishment  of  your  Laboratory  as  a  branch 
of  the  County  Laboratory,  and  from  which  we  are  supplied  free 
of  cost  with  all  the  necessary  material. 

Although  the  numbers  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  in¬ 
creased,  this  is  not  due  to  an  actual  increase,  but  must  be  attri¬ 
buted,  1  believe,  to  improved  notification  of  this  disease.  Tin's 
is  all  to  the  good,  and  is  what  we  have  been  endeavouring  to 
obtain,  as  the  earlier  the  notification,  the  gi-eater  the  ciiance  of 
cure.  It  may  be  that  later,  notification  will  have  to  be  adopted 
with  i-egard  to  Cancer,  which  again  this  year  shows  a  slight 
increase.  The  early  recognition  of  this  disease  is  vitally  impor¬ 
tant;  recognised  and  treated  immediately,  results  are  most  hope¬ 
ful,  but  delay  is  not  only  fatal  but  means  terrible  suffering. 


Infantile  IMoi'tality  still  continues  to  show  steady  reduction, 
and  although  some  yc'ars  the  reduction  is  slow  or  barely  main¬ 
tained,  we  must  look  with  satisfaction  at  the  low  rate  already 
obtained,  and  take  hoi)e  that  the  work  carried  on  at  your  Wel¬ 
fares  is  now  hearing  frnit,  and  that  the  education  ftiven  there 
with  regard  to  infant  life,  and  the  imi)ortance  of  natural  feeding 
in  preference  to  artificial  feeding,  is  being  appreciated  and 
pi-actised. 

The  llii  th  Rate  in  one  District  shows  a  slight  decrease,  and 
in  the  other  District  a  distinct  increase,  hut  balancing  this,  the 
Death  Rates  for  both  Districts  are  practically  stationaiy.  and  at 
a  level  well  below  the  ligure  returned  by  the  Registrar-General 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  question  of  Housing  this  year  has  been  an  exception¬ 
ally  anxious  one;  unemployment  in  Queenhorough,  and  unem¬ 
ployment  combined  with  anxiety  with  regard  to  the  fate  of 
Sheerness  Dockyard,  have  naturally  delayed  the  question  of  new 
Housing  Schemes,  and  tended  to  dami)en  private  enterprise  and 
the  use  of  subsidies  through  the  Housing  Acts.  However,  the 
end  of  the  year  shows  some  lifting  of  the  shadows,  and  rumours 
are  re-appearing  of  more  houses  to  replace  the  numbers  of 
undesirable  dwellings  that  have  accumulated  in  the  last  six  or 
seven  years. 

During  H)25  the  IMeat  Regulations,  The  Housing 
Act  H)25.  and  the  Public  Health  Act  1925,  came  into 
force  ;  all  measures  of  great  importance.  A  good  start 
has  been  made  in  carrying  out  the  Meat  Regulations,  and  I 
should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Butchers’  Association, 
which  includes  most  of  those  interested  in  the  Meat  Trade,  for 
the  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance  they  have  voluntarily 
given  me. 

The  Housing  Act  1925  contains  many  specially 
valuable  sections  which  will  he  of  assistance  in  your 
Districts  shortly.  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  which 
is  largely  an  adoptive  Act,  I  pro])ose  shortly  to  submit  to  your 
Councils  certain  sections  and  parts  for  adoption  for  the  benefit 
of  your  Districts. 

To  sum  up  the  year’s  record,  we  can  say  that  much  has 
been  effected  to  the  good,  but  however  much  has  been  done, 
more  still  remains  to  be  accomplished,  and  the  increasing  cail 
and  better  understanding  of  Public  Health,  means  continued 
effort  and  further  and  constant  co-operation  from  all  members 
of  the  community. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  interest 
and  encouragement  in  all  the  matters  to  which  I  have  had  to 
Inlng  to  your  notice.  Yonr  clerk  in  this  oflice.  Miss  Smith,  con¬ 
tinues  her  work  most  satisfactorily,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to 
her  for  the  painstaking  and  accurate  way  in  which  she  keeps 
the  records,  by  means  of  which  this  report  is  able  to  be  compiled. 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS. 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  tiie  year  1925. 

(Provisional  figures.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the 
middle  of  192o,  while  those  for  the  towns  have  been  calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle 
of  1924.  The  mortality  rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to 
civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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Nurse  E.  C.  AYLWARD,  C.M.B.,  L.O.S. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sheerness  Urban  District 

Council. 


Public  Health  Offices, 

Sheerness. 


Mr.  Chairman.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


April, 


1920. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Public  Health  and  Child  Welfare  Services  of  your 
District. 

A  full  survey  report  is  recpiired  every  fifth  year,  and  there¬ 
fore  you  will  observe  that  this  report  includes  general  conclu¬ 
sions  deducted  from  the  course  of  events  during  the  past  five 
years. 

The  chief  outstanding  events  are  undoubtedly  the  low 
prevalence  at  present  of  Infectious  Disease,  coupled  with  a 
moderately  increased  Birth  Rate  of  19.5,  which  is  above  the 
general  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Country,  and  a  low  Death  Rate 
of  10.4  as  against  12.2  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  This 
is  an  encouraging  series  of  incontrovertible  facts  as  to  the 
health  of  this  District. 

The  encouragement  your  Council  has  given  to  the  Child 
Welfare  is  undoubtedly  a  Rictor  towards  the  general  health,  but 
as  I  mentioned  last  year,  the  Welfare  has  now  completely  out¬ 
grown  the  premises.  The  provision  of  new  premises  is,  I  know, 
now  being  decided,  and  it  is  hoped  that  new  premises  will  be 
available  during  1926,  which  will  prevent  further  curtailing  the 
useful  work  achieved  at  the  Welfare. 

One  special  outstanding  matter  must,  and  I  am  sure  will 
soon,  meet  your  consideration,  and  that  is  the  matter  of  housing. 
Your  scheme  commenced  in  1921  provided  176  good  houses,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  replacing  and  allowing  the  closing  of  struc¬ 
turally  defective  and  overcrowded  houses,  and  so  a  deficiency 
remains.  For  further  details  concerning  this,  1  would  direct 
your  attention  to  the  special  report  herewith  embodied  upon  the 
whole  subject. 

I  drew  your  attention  last  year  to  the  unhealthy,  over¬ 
crowded  and  dirty  premises  at  present  assigned  to  the  Public 
Health  Department.  This  matter,  I  believe,  will  shortly  receive 
your  attention. 

The  alteration  in  the  Public  Health  staff  whereby  the  post 
of  Sanitary  Inspector  is  made  a  whole-time  appointment,  is  al¬ 
ready  showing  increased  efficiency  in  dealing  with  numerous 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Sanitary  Insjiector’s  duties.  Duties 
carried  out  in  a  period  of  transition  are  always  difficult,  and  1 
have  to  thank  your  late  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  Mr. 
F.  R.  Gray,  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  A.  Green, 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Goodwin,  your  new  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their 
invaluable  assistance  during  the  year.  Miss  Smith  has  con¬ 
tinued  her  duties  satisfactorily  as  clerk,  and  her  work  is  to  be 
commended  for  its  efficiency  and  accuracy. 


hi  conclusion,  1  desire  to  express  my  tlianks  to  the  wliole 
Council  for  the  encouraj^einent  1  have  received,  and  the  con¬ 
sideration  that  has  heen  given  to  anything  1  have  suggested. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  I).  HILLS. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 


AREA. 


Area  (Acres)  . 

Population: — Census,  1921  . 

Estimated,  1925  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1921 

192f 

Rateable  Value  . 

Assessable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


SG4 
1S.G73 
17,530 
3,7GG 
3,89G 
,-e82,19G 
£73,484 
£  303 


The  population  of  17,530  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  is  diminished  as  compared  with  19,390  in  1924,  but  I 
am  informed  by  the  Registrar-General  that  the  estimation  in¬ 
cludes  non-civilians  as  well  as  civilians,  and  that  the  civilian 
population  shows  an  actual  increase. 


Sheerness  occupies  the  north-west  corner  of  the  Isle  of 
Sheppey,  and  practically  all  stands  on  reclaimed  soil.  The  whole 
District  is  flat,  and  is  below  the  high-water  level.  The  old  part 
of  the  town  is  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Dockyard,  and  the 
dwellings  are  mainly  of  wood  construction,  much  of  their  tim¬ 
bering  being  evidently  old  ships’  timbers.  The  newer  part  of 
the  town  beyond  the  Dockyard  and  extending  down  the  sea  front 
is  composed  mainly  of  well-built  and  substantial  residences. 
During  the  last  three  years  many  improvements  have  been 
effected  on  the  sea  front,  these  works  being  initiated  to  employ 
local  labour.  Excellent  tennis  courts,  a  fine  bowling  green,  a 
putting  course  and  boating  pond  have  been  made,  together  with 
good  gardens  and  pavilions.  All  these  extensions,  besides  sup- 
plying  work,  have  converted  a  large  waste  space  used  as  a  rub- 
l)ish  dump  and  ash-tip  into  a  health-giving  and  beautiful  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  space  for  recreation;  it  has,  moreover,  added  to  the 
resources  of  the  town,  and  visitors  are  attracted,  and  increase 
yearly  in  numbers. 

The  climate  is  particularly  healthy;  the  jirevailing  winds  are 
south-westerly. 

The  chief  occupation  is  that  of  the  employees  in  the  Dock- 
yai'd,  and  in  addition  a  number  are  employed  by  the  Pottery 
Works  and  Glass  Works  at  Queenborough.  « 

Pool-  Relief  amounts  this  year  to  £8,419,  and  includes 
£2,05G  jiaid  to  the  Urlian  District  Council  by  the  Sheiipey  Hoard 
of  Guardians  for  men  emjiloyed  on  relief  work,  and  who  other¬ 
wise  would  be  doing  no  work  of  any  kind,  but  receiving  relief. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
BIRTHS:—  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  334  16S  16G 

Birth  Rate  R.G.-HJ.5 

Illegitimate  .  7  2  5 

UE.\THS  .  17G  76  100 

Death  Rate  R.G.-10.4 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childlhrth: — 

From  sepsis  .  nil 

From  other  causes  1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births: — 52.8 

Legitimate  .  16 

Illegitimate  .  2 

Total  .  IS 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  .  3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years  .  2 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925  COMPARED  WITH 
1924,  1923,  1922  &  1921. 


iy2i 

1922 

1023 

1024 

102.5 

\ 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  iiopulatioii  . 

10.  r, 

1  2 .  f> 

10.  1 

10.  () 

10.4 

Infant  Mortality  jier  1,000  births  . 

ti  7 .  7 

(i  (  •  0 

.')(>.  7 

71.4 

52.  8 

Rirth  Rate  per  1,(K)0  of  population  . 

IM).  D 

IS-  1 

17-  7 

1 5  •  0 

10-  5 

Total  Infectious  Diseases,  excludint>; 

Measles  and  Consumiition  . 

188 

148 

117 

101 

150  * 

Cases  of  Tv[)hoid  Fever  . 

1 

5 

3 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  . 

1  1 

(il 

14 

0 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  . 

J 

70 

53 

(>  1 

1  / 

teases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  (all  forms) 

•JT 

28 

11 

40 

Deaths  from  'I'uherculosis  . 

10 

I'j 

15 

1 3 

*  Tills  iiiimher  iticlu<les  108  c-ase.s  of  Cliicken  Pox. 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  Death  Rate  for  this  year  is  10.4  per  thousand,  a  most 
satisfactory  low  record,  and  0.1  per  thousand  lower  than  in  1921. 
The  general  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.2  per 
thousand. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

This  rate  shows  a  marked  increase  on  last  year’s  figure, 
being  19.5  per  thousand  of  population  as  compared  with  15.9 
per  thousand  in  1924. 


INFANTI LF.  MO  IITAI.ITY. 


This  rate  is  also  decreasing,  tlie  tif’ure  of  52.5  i)er  1,000 
births  heinii,  the  lowest  we  have  had  during  the  last  five  years. 

'Faking  the  above  figui’es  into  consideration,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  good  health  of  this  area.  It  should  be  noted  in 
the  tables  following  that  above  the  age  of  (55  nearly  twice  as 
many  females  as  males  have  died. 

The  satisfactoi'y  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  we  must  hope  is 
at  least  partly  due  to  better  knowledge  of  the  difficulties  en- 
ct)untered  in  infancy  and  the  help  and  instruction  imparted  at 
the  Welfare. 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1925. 

MALES. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoitu‘d  ap;es 
of  “  Residents, ”  whether  oeeur- 
riiifr  witliin  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

t: 

< 

!  Under  1  year. 

i 

1  and  under  2  years. 

2  and  under  5  years.  | 

I 

5  and  under  15  years. 

15  and  under  25  years. 

25  and  under  45  years. 

45  and  under  65  years. 

65  and  upwards. 

1.  Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

II 

II 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

2.  Sinall-pox  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

tl 

0 

.‘3.  Measles  . 

1  1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

(1 

0 

II 

II 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

1  0 

(1 

n 

II 

II 

tl 

0 

0 

0 

o.  Whoojjing  Congli  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

6.  Diphtheria  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

1) 

II 

0 

() 

1 

7.  Inflnenza  . 

;  1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

8.  Fncejdialitis  bethar^iea  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

II 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

0 

0 

lU.  Tuberculosis  Respiratorv  Svsteni 

7 

II 

II 

II 

II 

I) 

II 

II 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

•> 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

111 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

6 

1 

Id.  Rheumatic  Fever  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

14.  Diabetes  . 

" 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

15.  (Tu-ebral  fFemorrhage  . 

o 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

o 

d 

Itj.  Heart  Disease  . 

8 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

7 

17.  Arterio-sclerosis  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

« > 

18.  Bronchitis  . 

(i 

v) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

4 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

6 

II 

1 

II 

1 

1 

»> 

1 

II 

20.  Other  Ifespiratory  Diseases  . 

II 

II 

u 

II 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

21.  Fleer  of  Stomach  or  Duodetmm. 

1 

II 

0 

II 

11 

II 

II 

1 

0 

22.  Diarrhma,  etc-.,  under  two  vears 

I 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

2.‘3.  .Appendicitis  and  Tvphlitis  . 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

0 

25.  .Acute  and  Cfironic  Nephritis  ... 

26.  Congenital  Debilitv  and  .Mai- 

O 

II 

II 

II 

II 

I 

II 

1 

II 

formation  Premature  Birth . 

4 

4 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

27.  Suicide  . 

•i 

II 

II 

(1 

II 

II 

1 

»> 

0 

28,  (Jther  deaths  from  Violence  ... 

d 

II 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

29.  Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

1  2 

•  ) 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

•do.  Causes  ill-defined  or  uidcnown  ... 

^  1 

II 

(j 

0 

II 

•J  1 

0 

0 

II 

.All  causes  . 

76 

9 

1 

4 

8 

3 

12  1 

IS 

26 

10 


CAUSES  OF  AND  ACES  AT  DEATH  DUlllNC  THE  YEAR  HJ25. 

FEMALES. 


.N’ott  Dcallis  at  llio  suhjoiiieil  a^^o.s 
ol  “  l{''si(lc'nt.s,”  whether  oeeur- 
litij;  within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

;  All  ages. 

1  Under  1  year. 

1 

1  and  under  2  years. 

2  and  under  5  years. 

1 

’Ji 

>•, 

IQ 

1 

I  15  and  under  25  years. 

>. 

O 

(M 

45  and  under  65  years. 

■f. 

o 

1.  Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

0 

II 

0 

0 

II 

11 

1) 

1) 

2.  Small-i)o.K  . 

() 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

0 

II 

II 

II 

li.  Measles  . 

O 

1) 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

0 

0 

II 

11 

II 

II 

0 

II 

II 

o.  Whof)pint!;  Couch  . 

ft 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

1) 

().  Dijihtlieria  . 

0 

1) 

II 

II 

1) 

II 

II 

1) 

0 

7.  Influenza  . 

5 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

1 

1 

1 

8.  Encephalitis  Letharsica  . 

(1 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

1).  Meninfjococcal  Meningitis  . 

]().  Tuhertulosis  Resi)iratorv  S\stein 

1) 

1) 

II 

II 

I) 

11 

0 

II 

0 

lo 

0 

II 

u 

0 

4 

1 1 

f ) 

tl 

11.  Other  Tuhercnlous  Diseases 

d 

1 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

0 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

is 

0 

II 

0 

II 

II 

9 

7 

].‘3.  Rheumatic  Fever  . 

0 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

11 

0 

II 

14.  Diabetes  . 

1) 

1) 

II 

II 

tl 

II 

II 

II 

0 

15.  Cerebral  Hieinorrliage  . 

5 

1) 

II 

II 

0 

II 

II 

v> 

16.  Heart  Disease  . 

It) 

1) 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1 

1 

u 

17.  Ai'tcrio-sclerosis  . 

5 

1) 

II 

II 

0 

11 

1) 

*) 

18.  Bronchitis  . 

s 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

t) 

19.  Rneuinonia  (all  foiins)  . 

M 

o 

II 

II 

II 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

20.  Other  Respiratorv  Diseases  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

0 

11 

0 

0 

0 

21.  Fleer  ot  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

0 

II 

II 

II 

{) 

II 

1) 

1) 

II 

22.  Diarrluea,  etc.,  under  two  years. 

1 

1 

II 

II 

0 

tl 

II 

1) 

0 

2d.  Appetidicitis  and  'rvi)hlitis  . 

21.  (arrhosis  of  Fivei’  . 

1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

II 

0 

1) 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

)  0 

II 

II 

0 

0 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  No|)hritis  ... 

1 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

II 

II 

1 

0 

2(i.  Ruerpc'ral  Sepsis  . 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

0 

0 

0 

II 

i  " 

1 

1 

II 

II 

t) 

II 

|)regnancy  anil  partuiition . 

28.  taingerdtal  Dehilitv  and  i\lal- 

1 

0 

0 

0 

!  ^ 

0 

1 

0 

0 

formation,  premature  birth  .... 

V 

/ 

1) 

II 

I) 

0 

II 

II 

II 

29.  Suicide  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

.'10.  Other  deaths  from  Violence  _ 

.1 

II 

II  . 

11 

II 

11 

II 

1 

•'ll.  Other  defined  diseases  . 

l'”> 

0 

1 

II 

9 

II 

1 

11 

.S2.  (’aiises  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 

II 

II 

0 

0 

All  causes  . 

1110 

it 

1 

3 

d 

5 

10 

•id 

41) 
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INFANT  IVIORTALITY,  R)25. 


Nett  cleatlis  from  stated  eauses  at  various  ages  under  one  year. 


t'ause.s  1)1  Dcatli. 

u 

[  1 — 2  weeks.  j 

T. 

"aj 

'M 

/i 

i) 

y 

-t 

1 

Total  imiler  i 

4  weeks.  | 

•r. 

r. 

0;  a; 

3 

j  a  niontlis  and 
■  under  H  months. 

f. 

^  2 
T.  — 

!  3  Z 

•/. 

-ri 

X 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year. 

(  '()M\  IllsiollS  . 

2 

(1 

0 

1) 

‘  > 

II 

II 

1 

II 

1 

I’rt'iiia  1  iii  it  V  . 

1 

(1 

II 

II 

4 

II 

(1 

II 

II 

0 

'I'lilx'fculous  Meningitis  . 

(1 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

(1 

1 

0 

1 

Weakness  at  Uiitli  . 

1 

0 

(1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

0 

0 

.lanncliee  . 

1 

1 

1) 

II 

- 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

(lastrn  lOnterilis  . 

1) 

II 

II 

(1 

(1 

(1 

I 

11 

0 

1 

Marasmus  . 

1) 

0 

1) 

II 

(1 

1 

II 

II 

1 

1) 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1  * 

(1 

II 

1 

lleait  kaihne  . 

1) 

1) 

1) 

II 

II 

11 

II 

1 

1) 

1 

Jli'oncliit  is  . 

0 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1 

11 

0 

II 

4 

( 'oiinenital  Pyloric  SU-nosis  . 

0 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

1) 

II 

1 

Fonnil  Doiiil  . 

i* 

(1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

II 

ti 

II 

II 

Totals  . 

1 

0 

0 

:i 

3 

0 

8 

*  llleKiliinate. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Hospital  accommodation  for  Tul)erculosis  is  provided  for  by 
tlic  Kent  County  Council  under  their  scheme  of  beds  provided 
at  their  Sanatorium  at  Lenham,  and  other  Hospitals  subsidised 
l)y  them. 

There  is  no  General  Hospita,!  in  the  area,  hut  the  Sheppey 
Hoard  of  Guardians  have  a  well-equipped  Infirmary  situated  in 
the  Rural  District.  This  Infirmary  is  conveniently  situated  for 
all  the  Districts  on  the  Isle  of  Shei)pey.  Maternity  cases,  and 
some  cases  of  accidents,  are  received  here,  and  always  receive 
prompt  and  efficient  attention.  The  General  Hospitals  which 
are  also  available  for  the  area  are  the  West  Kent  Hospital  and 
the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  both  at  IMaidstone,  distant  about  19 
miles;  and  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester,  distant  about 
]()  miles.  These  are  all  well-equipped  and  modern  Hospitals, 
and  cases  are  easily  conveyed  there  for  treatment  by  means  of 
ambulances.  These  Hospitals  provide  treatment  for  maternity, 
children  and  adults. 

There  is  no  Fever  nor  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Area,  but 
the  Urban  District  pay  a  retaining  fee  of  £225  per  annum  to 
the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  Sittingbourne,  to  receive  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  which  require  removal  for  isolation,  aiul 
also  pay  a  weekly  fee  i)er  head  per  patient  during  their  residence 
Ihci'e.  A  further  retaining  fee  of  £20  is  paid,  for  which 
separate  and  suitable  accommodation  for  any  possible  cases  of 
smallpox  is  ke])t  availabh'  at  any  time. 

There  is  no  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers 
nor  illegitimate  infants,  but  homeless  children  are  cared  for  by 
the  Sheppey  Hoard  of  (fuardians,  and  in  some  cases  are  boarded- 
out  under  proper  supervision. 


IS 

AMIUTLANCE  FACIL1TIP]S. 


Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  means  of  Motor  Ambulance 
to  Sittingbourne  Isolation  Hosi)ital.  The  removals  are 
expeditious,  and  the  time  occupied  rarely  exceeds  an  hour  from 
the  time  removal  is  requested. 

Non-infectious,  including  all  cases  of  genei'al  illness  and 
accidents,  are  removed  by  means  of  ambulances  kei)t  upon  the 
premises  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  and  are  manned  by 
members  of  the  local  branch  of  the  St.John’s  Ambulance  Brigade. 

ST.  JOHN’S  AMBULANCE  BRIGADE. 

Divisional  Surgeon:  Dr.  F.  H.  Watson. 

Divisional  Superintendent:  H.  R.  Catt.  Esq. 

This  Association  is  represented  in  the  area  l)y  a  very  strong 
and  efficient  branch.  There  are  forty  men.  and  an  efficient 
company  of  Ambulance  Sisters.  Two  Motor  Ambulances  are 
available,  one  the  property  of  the  Brigade,  and  the  other  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Urban  District  Council.  During  the  year  241 
removals  were  made  with  a  total  mileage  of  9,484  miles.  First- 
aid  was  rendered  on  454  occasions. 

There  are  always  men  on  duty  ready  for  immediate  call, 
and  thus  no  delay  occurs  when  occasion  needs.  Calls  for  their 
services  should  be  made  to  the  Secretary  or  Transport  Officer. 

Secretary:  Sergeant  C.  Saddleton,  62,  Jefferson  Road, 
Sheerness; 

Transport  Officer:  W.  A.  Rudd,  Esq., 

to  whom  application  should  be  made  during  the  day  at  the 
Council  Offices,  Sheerness,  or  during  the  night  at  his  residence, 
53,  Winstanley  Road,  Sheerness. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Centre: 

Trinity  Villa,  Trinity  Road,  Sheerness. 

Sessions:  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

This  Centre  is  under  the  Authority  of  the  Urban  District 
Council,  and  a  full  report  of  its  work  is  embodied  later  under 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Report. 

CLINICS. 

School  Clinic. 

The  above  is  conducted  under  the  authority  of  the  Kent 
County  Council,  and  is  held  at  Granville  Villa.  Granville  Road, 
Sheerness.  The  Medical  Officer  (the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acting  under  the  Kent  County  Council)  attends  every  other  Sat¬ 
urday,  and  is  assisted  by  a  Nurse  who  attends  every  Saturday. 
Increasing  appreciation  is  evident  by  the  attendances.  Children 
receive  treatment  only  for  minor  defects,  and  parents  are  re¬ 
ferred  to  their  own  Medical  Practitioners  where  treatment  is 
advised.  Cases  requiring  removal  of  tonsils  or  adenoids,  defec¬ 
tive  eyesight  or  teeth,  are  advised  how  to  obtain  treatment  at 
the  appropriate  Clinic. 
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Dental  CMinic. 

This  Clinic*  is  held  at  th.e  same  premises  as  the  above,  and 
under  llie  same  Authority.  A  (lualilied  dentist  in  the  sei’vice  of 
tlie  Kent  Ccnmty  Council  examines  children  in  the  schools  for 
defective  teetli,  and  attends  at  the  Clinic  to  give  treatment  (hy 
api)ointmeut)  every  Tuesday. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Dr.  Fox,  the  Ophthalmic  Ollicer  appointed  hy  the  Kent 
County  Council,  attends  this  Clinic  on  Mondays  by  appointment. 
The  Clinic  is  at  Oranville  Mila,  the  same  as  the  above  Clinics. 
Glasses  are  pi’ovided  at  special  prices,  and  necessitous  cases  are 
assisted  as  their  individual  needs  reciuire.  In  Districts  where  the 
Kent  County  Council  administers  Child  Welfare  Centres,  child¬ 
ren  under  the  age  of  five  years  ai’e  acce])ted  foi*  treatment.  This 
is  extremely  important,  as  squint  taken  in  the  earliest  stages 
can  often  he  completely  cured  hy  appropriate  treatment,  but  if 
delayed  until  school  age  it  is  then  too  late.  1  have  been  able  to 
refer  cases  from  this  Welfare  to  the  Clinic,  and  we  are  indebted 
to  Dr.  Greenwood,  County  School  Medical  Officer,  for  allowing 
this  facility. 

Tu))erculosis  Clinic. 

Th.is  Clinic  is  also  held  in  the  same  premises  as  the  above, 
and  under  the  same  Authority  (Kent  County  Council),  but  in  an 
entirely  separate  and  distinct  set  of  rooms.  The  Clinic  is  held 
every  Thursday  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Gibbins,  appointed  by 
the  Kent  County  Council.  Close  association  is  maintained  with 
the  Health  Authorities,  and  the  improved  notification  of  this 
disease  will  still  further  add  to  the  usefulness  of  this  valuable 
branch  of  Pulfiic  Health. 

Venereal  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  also  administered  under  the  Kent  County 
Council,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Cassells.  The  Clinic 
is  held  every  Friday  at  premises  acquired  by  the  County  Council. 
Gl,  Alma  Road,  Sheerness. 

Advice  or  information  regarding  the  Clinics  can  always  be 
obtained  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  Public  Health 
Offices,  Trinity  Road,  Sheerness,  and  all  such  enquiries  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Details  with  regal'd  to  the  hours  of  the  various  Clinics  are 
appended  for  easy  reference. 

Hospital.  Diseases.  Distance.  Accommodation. 

Sittingbourne  &  Infectious  10  miles.  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph- 
Milton  Joint  Diseases  theria.  Typhoid 

Isolation  Hospital.  &  Smallpox.  Fever  &  Smallpox. 

Remarks. — The  Urban  District  pays  a  retaining  fee  of  £225 
per  annum  for  Infectious  Diseases,  and  £20  for  accommodation 
in  case  of  Smallpox. 
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W  omen:  I  Women 

2—4.  4.30—5.30. 


riTp.Lir  iiPAi/ni  oppinoiis  of  tiii^m.ocal  authority. 


Alodicnl  Odicc'r  of  llealth, 
IMalaria  Odicc'f, 

Uhild  \\'('lfaro  Ofdcc'r.  and 
School  Medical  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor. 


Sanitary  lnsi)ector. 

.Vssistant  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Health  Visitor  and 

Child  Welfare  Nurse. 


*W.  C.  J).  11  ILLS,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.r.,  O.I’.ll.,  Loud. 
.'Vl)pointed  whole  time  Medical 
Odicer  for  the  .Joint  Districts  of 
the  Uoroush  of  Queenhoroush 
a,nd  the  Urban  Disti’ict  of  Sheei- 
ness;  and  School  Medical  In- 
spector  under  the  Kent  County 
Council. 

*F.  R.  CRAY,  M.I.M.  &  Cy.E., 

F.I.S.E. 

Appointment  vacated  May  21st, 
U)2,5. 

*J.  C.  GOODWIN,  M.S.I.A. 

Appointed  .July  20th,  1925. 

S.  A.  GREEN,  A.R.S.I. 

Appointment  vacated  June,  1925. 

’^'MISS  E.  C.  AYLWARD, 

C.M.B.,  L.O.S. 


*  The  Officers  marked  thus  have  part  of  their  salaries  paid 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  grants  of  the  Exchequer. 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  .Act  towards  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(b)  Exchequer  grants  towards  the  salary  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  Child  Welfare  Officer  and  Malaria 
Officer,  and  towards  the  salary  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Nurse. 


With  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  as  a  tem¬ 
porary  measure,  Mr.  Gray,  who  had  previously  acted  as  Sanitary 
Inspector,  was  allowed  to  be  appointed  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  with  the  assistance  of  an  Assistant  who  was  to  qualify 
as  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  this  appointment  was  to  carry  over 
the  period  of  the  last  Housing  Scheme.  In  1925  the  time  arrived 
for  the  determination  of  this  arrangement,  and  a  whole-time 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  in  the  person  of  Mr,  J.  C. 
Goodwin. 

This  reversion  to  the  services  of  a  whole-time  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  is  an  undoubted  advantage  to  the  District,  and  I  have 
every  hope  that  we  shall  now  be  able  to  continue  the  Health 
Service  to  better  effect. 

NURSING. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  im-notifiable  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases,  such  as  Measles,  at  home. 

General  Nursing  is  provided  for  by  means  of  a  Local  Volun¬ 
tary  Nursing  Association,  known  as  the  Lethbridge  Nursing 
•Association. 

Lethbridge  Nursing  Association. 

Secretary:  AIRS.  E.  P.UNDOCK,  Dank  House,  Sheerness. 

This  Society  is  managed  by  a  voluntary  committee  and 
supported  by  voluntary  funds  and  small  contributions  from 
patients  who  can  afford  a  small  payment.  The  staff  consists  of 
three  Queen’s  Nurses,  all  of  whom  are  trained  Mid  wives.  An 
annual  donation  is  made  to  the  Society  by  the  Urban  District 
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Council  for  the  use  of  the  Midwives  in  cases  of  necessitous 
niciteinity.  Maternity  cases  and  children  ai’e  fi'equently  I'eferred 
to  the  Child  Welfare,  especially  should  they  find  any  necessitous 
case.  J  he  Urban  District  Council  employs  one  of  the  Nurses  for 
the  Welfare  during  the  Welfare  Nurse’s  absence  annually  on 
leave. 


MIDWIVBS. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  number  f)f  Alidwives. 
Registered  l\Iid wives. 

Lethbridge  Nurses  .  ,3 

Private  Nurses  .  2 

Total  .  5 

IMidwives  attended  2,31  out  of  a  total  of  .315  confinements  in 
the  District. 


LABORATORY. 

This  was  established  in  1922  as  a  branch  of  the  County 
Laboicitoi;y  a-t  Maidstone.  The  UTrban  District  Council  iirovidcd 
accommodation,  water  facilities,  microscope,  and  an  electric 
incubator.  All  working  materials  and  chemicals  are  supplied 
from  the  County  Laboratory  free  of  cost. 

Only  examinations  of  throat  swabs,  sputum  and  hair  are 
undertaken,  the  more  extensive  examinations  being  forwarded 
to  the  County  Laboratory  immediately  upon  their  receipt.  The 
practitioners  are  availing  themselves  of  the  facilities,  and  ap¬ 
preciate  the  saving  in  time,  especially  with  regard  to  reports 
upon  throa,t  swabs.  A  detailed  analysis  of  the  work  completed 
during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  report  to  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  at  the  beginning  of  this  report.  The  following  table 
shows  the  actual  work  completed  for  this  District. 

DISTRICT  ANALYSIS  OF  BACTERlOLOCxICAL 
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MIOTEOliOLOdY. 

A  station  was  (“oinnuMicc'd  in  1t)22  and  rosniar  ix'cords  liavc 
))ecn  maintained  sine(\  I  append  a  separate  report  upon  the 
meteorologieal  rc'cords  of  the  year,  at  the  end  of  this  i'ei)ort. 

S  A  N  IT  A 1  lY  LlOt ;  I S I  .AT  ION. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  undermentioned  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Urban 
District: — 

The  Uatlis  and  'Y'ash-houses  Act,  184(5.  (tith  .June,  1905.) 

The  Infectious  ])isease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890.  (13th  Jan., 

1891.) 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3.  (13th 
Jam,  1891.) 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  (25th  F"eb.,  1908.) 

The  Health  Resorts  and  Watering  Places  Act,  1921. 

Parts  2,  3,  5.  6  and  10  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  were,  by  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  dated  5th  July,  1910,  declared  to  be  in  force, 
subject  to  the  conditions  and  adaptations  set  out 
in  such  Order,  within  the  District  of  Sheerness,  as 
from  23rd  August,  1910. 

Parts  7,  8  and  9  were,  by  Order  of  one  of  His  Majesty’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated  10th  Decem¬ 
ber,  1909,  applied  to  the  Urban  District. 

Bye-laws. 

1.  Tents,  vans,  sheds  and  similar  structures  used  for  human 

habitation. 

2.  The  management  of  Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

3.  Decent  conduct  of  persons  using  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

4.  Drainage  of  existing  buildings. 

5.  New  streets  and  buildings  and  alterations  of  buildings. 

6.  Removal  of  house  refuse. 

7.  Nuisances  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  offeiisi'^^- 

and  noxious  matters. 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

9.  Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels. 

10.  Hackney  Carriages. 

11.  Omnibuses. 

12.  Regulation  of  Seashore. 

13.  Public  Bathing. 

The  Bye-laws  for  New  Streets  and  Buildings  were  revised, 
and  new  ones  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  Fish  Friers  and  Rag  and 
Bone  Dealers  are  at  present  under  consideration,  and  l"  hope 
will  be  effective  early  in  192(5. 

1  propose  shortly  to  submit  Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of 
Mouses  let  in  Lodgings. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1019. 

The  duty  of  administering  this  Act  is  now  delegated  by  the 
County  Council  to  Local  Authorities.  As  a  commencement,  a 
most  successful  Rat  \^'eek  was  held  from  November  1st  to  7th. 
Placards  were  exhibited,  stimulating  the.  extermination  of  these 
vermin,  and  retailers  of  poisons  made  special  exhibits  in  their 
windows. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1023. 

In  June,  1025,  the  Ministiy  of  Health  ai)proved  an  applica¬ 
tion  by  the  Urban  District  Council  for  power  to  raise  a  loan  of 
£750  for  grants  of  subsidies  of  £75  per  house  erected  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  Ministry’s  standard.  The  response  from 
private  enterprise  is  very  small. 


^  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  service  of  your  water  supply  has  not  altered  since  1021, 
and  is  obtained  from  two  wells,  one  situated  on  the  Council’s 
property  at  Trinity  Road,  and  the  other  at  their  works  at  Sheer¬ 
ness  East.  The  well  at  Trinity  Road  is  800  feet,  and  the  water 
is  pumped  by  an  Air  Lift  Pump  to  a  reservoir  on  the  water 
tower  with  a  capacity  of  100,000  gallons.  The  pumps  at  Sheer¬ 
ness  East,  which  are  also  of  the  Air  Lift  type,  draw  their  supply 
from  a  depth  of  1,364  feet,  and  store  it  in  an  adjacent  reservoir 
with  a  capacity  of  1,000,000  gallons.  The  supply  is  ample  and 
good  in  quality,  and  sufficient  for  the  whole  town  to  have  a 
constant  supply.  The  old  corroded  iron  service  pipes  are  being 
replaced  as  quickly  as  possible  with  lead,  and  as  each  area  is 
repaired,  and  the  source  of  leakage  and  possible  contamination 
and  waste  stopped,  so  each  area  is  gradually  receiving  a  con¬ 
stant  service.  This  constant  renewal  is  necessarily  a  slovc 
business,  and  so  retards  the  provision  of  a  completed  constant 
service.  The  remainder  of  the  town  is  supplied  on  the  inter¬ 
mittent  system. 

MALARIA. 

Ditches  and  ponds  become  stagnant  in  parts  and  form 
breeding-places  for  different  types  of  mosquitoes.  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  mosquitoes  do  not  only  breed  in  early  spring,  April 
and  May,  but  some  types  throughout  the  winter,  and  in  salt 
water. 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Malaria  during  the  year,  and 
the  cases  of  Indigenous  Malaria  previously  reported,  from  1021, 
have  not  recurred. 

Owing  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  presence  of  mosqui¬ 
toes,  especially  of  the  Ochlerotatus  Detritus  type,  which  cause 
painful  and  sometimes  poisonous  bites,  measures  were  arranged 
with  the  Naval  and  Military  Authorities  for  a  comprehensive 
treatment  of  all  ditches  and  pools  in  the  Urban  District.  This 
scheme  was  commenced  in  April  and  continued  until  September, 
and  from  all  reports  received,  and  from  personal  observation, 
the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  treatment  is  being 
continued  again  next  year,  and  I  hope  on  a  rather  more  ex¬ 
tensive  scale. 
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I  would  earnestly  ask  all  householders  and  allotment  holders 
to  assist  hy  keeping'  all  water  tul)s  covered  or  ti'eated  with 
])arafiiu,  and  not  allow  decaying  vegetable  matter  to  h(‘  left  on 
the  edges  of  ditches. 


S^^WIOll.VtlE  AND  DltAlNADD. 

new  scheme  of  drainage  and  disposal  of  sewage  was 
decided  upon  and  commenced  in  1!)20.  Constant  progress  has 
been  made  hy  successive  loans,  and  it  was  decided  to  further 
continue  the  scheme  in  1!)25.  An  inquiry  was  held  by  an  In¬ 
spector  of  the  ^Ministry  of  Health  on  2r)th  Dehiaiary,  1!)25,  and 
the  raising  of  a  loan  of  ,t;82,80()  was  approved.  The  total 
amount  exi)ended  to  date  upon  the  scheme  is  £88,296.  The  old 
sewers  ai'e  being  retained  where  possible  as  a,  means  of  carrying 
storm  water.  No  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  pi'oposed  at  pre¬ 
sent,  hut  all  sewage  passes  to  two  storage  tanks  which  empty 
into  the  IMedway  at  ebb  tide. 

There  are  no  privies  nor  middens  in  the  District,  the  whole 
system  is  one  of  water  carriage.  Long  hopper  pans  are  still  in 
existence,  but  are  being  replaced  by  short  pedestal  pans  at  each 
renewal. 

SCAVBNGINCx. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  twice,  and  in  some 
areas  three  times,  weekly,  by  means  of  motor  lorries.  Sanitary 
dustbins  with  covers  are  reciuired,  and  a  constant  replacement 
of  insanitary  wooden  boxes  is  being  made.  Iron  receptacles  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  lid  are  regarded  as  satisfactory  by  the  Local  Au¬ 
thority.  The  refuse  is  conveyed  to  a  Meldrums  Twin  Cell  De¬ 
structor  at  the  Council’s  yard.  Excess  refuse  is  conveyed  to  a 
tip  known  as  the  Fleet  Ditch,  and  which  has  been  hired  from  the 
War  Office.  The  filling  of  this  ditch  or  w'ateiwvay  will 
eventually  be  of  good  purpose,  in  that  it  will  remove  further 
from  the  town  a  source  of  mosquito  breeding.  During  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  filling  some  considerable  nuisance  has  been  caused  to 
the  occupants  of  the  houses  abutting  the  ditch,  but  every  mea¬ 
sure  is  being  taken  to  reduce  this  nuisance. 

Roads  are  kept  in  good  condition,  taiTed,  and  well 
scavenged. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Inspection  of  the  District  has  been  markedly  improved  by 
the  apjiointment  of  a  whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  this 
benefit  will  undoubtedly  be  still  more  marked. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  sani¬ 
tary  dustbins,  ])ut  it  should  be  understood  by  tenants,  that  al¬ 
though  they  are  provided  by  the  landlords,  they  should  be  used 
by  the  tenants  with  reasonable  care,  and  not  wilfully  damaged. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  they  are  not  for  the  purpose  of 
washing  clothes  or  storing  water. 

The  provision  of  sinks  and  water  supply  indoors  has  also 
made  good  headway. 

The  following  summary  will  give  some  idea  of  the  defects 
found  in  houses  and  the  measures  taken  to  remedy  them,  also 
the  varied  nuisances  which  have  to  be  enquired  into. 


Defects  found  were  as  follows: — 

Watei’  Closets:  — 

Defective  pans  . 

Insufliciently  lij,hted  and  ventilated  . 

Pan  foul  . 

Flushing  apparatus  not  provided . 

Drainage: 

Defective  drains . 

Defective  soil  and  vent  pipes . 

Choked  drains  . 

Defective  fresh  air  inlet . 

No  surface  gully  ])rovided . 

Rainwater  pipe  connected  to  drain  . 

Light  and  Ventilation: — 

No  ventilation  in  lieu  of  fireplaca . 

Window  not  made  to  open  . 

Sinks: — 

Not  provided . 

Defective  sink  waste  pipe . 

Dampness: — 

Leaky  roof  . 

Defective  gutters,  rainwater  pipes,  etc . 

Through  walls  . 

Cleanliness: — 

Dirty  rooms . 

Verminous  rooms  . 

leaving,  etc.: — 

Defective  yard  or  forecourt  paving  . 

Arrangements  for  deposit  of  refuse  and  ashes: — 

Defective  receptacles  . 

Other  defects: — 

Dilapidated  plaster  . 

Defective  scullery  paving . 

Defective  kitchen  or  copi)er . 

i^efective  flooring  or  joists  . 

IMiscellaneous  . 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  EXECUTED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Water  Closets: — 

Newly  erected  (brick  built) . 

New  pans  and  trajjs  fixed  . 

Flushing  apparatus  provided,  renewed  or  repaired 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved . 

Floors  re-laid . 

Draina,ge  :— 

Drains  cleared  (including  Council’s  sewers)  ... 

Houses  iJi'ovided  with  new  drains . 

Houses  with  di'ains  i)artially  re-laid . 

Inspection  chamhei's  constructed  or  improved... 

Soil  and  ventilation  pipes  fixed  or  repaired 

Sink's,  etc.,  provided . 

Waste  i)ipes  repaired,  renewed  or  tinpped 
Fresh  air  inlets  i)rovided  or  repaired . 


Xiiinhcr  of  syphon  j;'iillios  provided  .  Id 

IlainwaLer  i)ii)es  disconnected  from  drains  ...  2 


Dampness:  - 

Dampness  in  premises  j'emedied  .  11 

Itoofs  repaired  .  If 

(Juttei's,  I'ainwater  i)ipes,  etc.,  repaired  .  2!) 

\'entilation  under  lloors  provided  or  improved...  2 


Cleaidiness:  -  ■ 

])irty  rooms  cleansed  whitewasiu'd,  etc . 

^Miscellaneous: — 

Defective  lloors.  joists,  etc.,  r('paired  . 

Defective  plaster  i'ei)aired  . 

New  dusthins  provided  . 

Yards  or  forecourts  i)aved  or  repaired  . 

Scullery  ])aving  repaired . 

Animals  removed  . 

\ccumulation  of  manure,  stagnant  water,  ani¬ 
mal  or  other  refuse  removed,  &  stables  cleansed 
Ventilation  and  light  provided  or  improved 
Kitchen  stoves,  grates.  Hues,  and  scullery  cop¬ 
pers  repaii'ed  or  renewed  . 

Wells  abolished . 

Miscellaneous  . 


!)7 


4(1 

21 

11 

4 

4 

1 


22 


SUAIMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  ATSITS. 

The  following  summary  shows  to  some  extent  the  number 
OJ  ■ 'spections  and  visits  made: — 

Inspections  through  complaints  received .  171 

Inspections  under  the  Housing,  etc..  Acts  ...  37 

Visits  re  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .  43 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  15 

PMod  Trade  Inspections  (including  Bake¬ 
houses,  Alilkshops,  Slaughterhouses,  etc.)  299 

Factories.  Workshoi)s  and  Workplaces  (ex¬ 
cluding  inspections  in  previous  items)...  52 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  work  in  /' 

hand,  and  various  visits  .  627  f 

I 

Total  .  1244  J 


DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  at  43  premises;  in  16  after 
Scarlet  P'ever,  in  20  after  Tuberculosis,  in  one  after  typhoid,  and 
in  6  after  Diphtheria,.  The  bedding  and  other  articles  were 
steam  disinfected  at  the  Council’s  Disinfecting  Station. 


HOAIEWOUK. 

Tliere  wei-e  four  lists  of  outworkers  I’cceived  relating  to 
eight  pi-emises.  Tliese  premises  were  insi)ected  and  found  to  be 
ill  a  satisfactory  condition. 


RKr, ISTRREi)  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  ANJ:)  WORK¬ 
PLACES. 

The  following  are  legistered  in  tlie  District: — 


Eactoiles  .  13 

Workshops  .  2() 


Worki)laces 


Inspection  of  Factories,  etc.: — 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 


Factories  .  13  ...  0 

Workshops  .  3G  ...  10 

^^k)rk  places  .  3  ...  0 


10 


Defects  found  in  Factories: — 

Found.  Abated. 
Nuisances  under  the  Public 


Health  Acts  .  0  0 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  4  4 

Other  nuisances  .  G  G 

Other  offences  .  0  0 


Referred  tc 
Il.M.  Insp. 

0 

0 

0 

0 


10  10  0 


REGISTERED  FACTORIES,  kite. 


On  Uefjjister  at  end  of  yeai’. 

Factories. 

Workshops. 

Work])lace.s. 

Hakehouses  . 

Boot  lte|)airino  . 

O 

t> 

O 

Bnililer.s’  Work.slioj).s,  etc . 

») 

Coffin  Makiiif^  . 

1 

Cyele  Jlepairinj^  . 

'A 

Lanndrie.s  . 

1 

Mason.s  . 

1 

Millinei'v  . 

. 

O 

t 

.Motor  R(‘])airinp;  . 

1 

Plunihers  . 

1 

Printers  . 

o 

Siulillery  . 

1 

Shirts  1111(1  (.^illiirs  . 

o 

Smith  . 

1 

d’ailorino  . 

(i 

V\'lH“el\vrii>;lit  . 

1 

Wood  atid  'I'indier  . 

1 

20 


Tlie  following-  tabular  statfuneiit  la  supplied  by  the  Sanitary 
Iuai)ector  in  aeeordauee  with  Article  10  (12)  of  the  Sanitary 
Ollicers  Order,  1022. 


N(i.  ill 
1  )isl  riel . 


Hakt'liousos  .  5 

Dairios  .  '  j 

Cow  .slip! Is  .  '  I  o  (| 

Milkshoiis  . . 

Slauj^liti'i'-liousos  l{(‘jj;isler(‘il  .  •>  >  7 

Licensed .  -  ' 

Otlior  food-preiiariiii^  placps  .  4  ^ 

(’i)iniiK)ii  bodp;iiip;-lumsi-'s  .  .  - 

Houst's-lel-in-lodKiims  .  - 

ractorips  .  ‘  i 

Workshops  .  -•>  > 

Workplaces  .  3  ' 


No.  ol  No.  ol 
visits  delects 
in  lai^d.  I’ound. 


S(5 


51 

I'iT 

15 

2 

52 


11 

f» 

2 


No.  ol 
deleet.s 
reined  ied. 


11 

9 

•) 


I 


No  hy-laws  at  ]>ro.scnt 


10 


10 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  registered  in  the 
District  for  nineteen  male  lodgers.  Cleansing  has  been  cari'ied 
out  in  accordance  with  the  By-laws. 

There  are  at  present  no  By-laws  regulating  Houses-let-in- 
lodgings,  and  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be. 


SCHOOLS. 

One  complaint  with  regard  to  the  water  supply  in  a  school 
was  investigated,  and  the  matter,  which  was  reported  to  the 
County  School  MediceJ  Officer,  was  adjusted. 

NUISANCES  FOUND  OR  REPORTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
(other  than  those  enumerated  in  the  above  tabulation). 


Ito  Keepinjz;  of 


animals. 

No.  investigated  . 

4 

*No.  abated 

1 

Re  .‘Sanitary 

aceoinmodatioii 

No.  iin'estigated  . 

.50 

*No.  abated 

4.3 

Re  Drainage 

No.  Investigated  . 

90 

*.No.  abated 

88 

Re  Du.sthins,  etc. 

No.  investigated  . 

69 

*No.  abated 

46 

Re  Smoke 

abatement. 

No.  investigated  . 

.Nil 

*No.  abated 

Nil 

Other.s . 

No.  investigated  . 

96 

*No.  abated 

88 

*  Includes  also 

nuisances  investigated 

in 

1924  and 

remedied  in  1925. 


Number  of  PREMISES  containing  each  type  of  sanitary  con¬ 
venience  in  district  (approximate). 

W.C.’s  into  drainage  system,  3,8915.  W.C.’s  into  cesspools,  Nil. 
Earth  closets  or  privy  middens.  Nil.  Pail  closets.  Nil. 

No.  of  premises  not  connected  to  public  water  supplies,  Nil. 
Total  number  of  all  kinds  of  visits  paid  by  Inspector 
during  the  year; — 1,244. 

Notices  served: — Statutory,  2(5.  Informal,  251. 

No.  of  houses,  etc.,  disinfected :  43.  Batches  of  clothing,  23. 
Legal  proceedings  and  results: — 

Due  Housing  Act,  1925,  Magistrate’s  Order,  30  days. 

Two  Housing  Act,  1925,  Magistrate’s  Order,  30  days.  Costs  2/G 
Amount  of  food  condemned  during  the  year:  2  tons  5cwts. 

(Approximately). 


30 


1.  Unfit  (Iwc'Iliiig-liouses. 

Iiisi)ecti()ii — (1)  Total  miinber  of  dwelling-liousps 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  1  lousing  Acts)  .  251 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (In¬ 
spection  of  District)  ilegulations,  U)10,  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1!)25  .  37 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelliug-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
refei’red  to  under  the  preceding  sul)-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  .  35 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  I’endered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  170 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  reciuiring  repairs  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  declaration  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close...  0 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  .  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  or  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resi)ect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  2 


s 


(;")  NuinI)oi-  of  (hv('llinj;-lioiises  (kMuolislied  in  i)U!- 
suaiK‘0  of  Doiuolition  ()i'{l('fs  . 


Xuinbc'r  of  now  lionsos  c'reotod  during  tlio  yoar: — 


(a)  Total 


8 


(1))  With  ^Tate  assistance'  under  the  Ilenising 
Acts,  l‘)l!)  or 

(1)  liV  tlie  Local  Authoi’ity  . 


Nil 


(2)  lly  other  bodies  or  pei’sons 


Shortage  of  Housing  Accoi-ninodation  for  Working 


Classes: — 


Extent  of  shortage: — 

(a)  To  replace  unsatisfactory  property  ... 
(I3)  To  provide  additional  acconiniodation 


Following  the  stagnation  with  regard  to  all  housing  that 
was  compelled  by  the  war  of  191 4-1  hi  8.  in  1919  a  general  sur¬ 
vey  throughout  the  county  as  to  requirements  had  to  be  made. 

In  this  District  your  IMedical  OHicer  then  recommended, 
and  your  Council  made.  200  Closing  Orders.  In  the  usual  course 
of  events.  Closing  Orders,  unless  the  houses  are  repaired,  go  on 
automatically  to  Demolition  Orders,  but  owing  to  the  dearth  of 
accommodation  the  Council  has  allowed  a  large  number  of  these 
Closing  Orders  to  remain  without  action. 

During  tlie  past  two  years  some  progress  has  been  made. 
HG  houses  have  been  made  habital)le  and  the  Closing  Orders 
determined,  and  28  which  were  totally  beyond  repair  have  been 
demolished.  The  majority  of  the  houses  demolished  have  been 
property  certainly  in  the  worst  condition,  either  by  reason  of 
structural  defects  or  crowding  and  want  of  voitilation.  and  have 
been  in  the  area  known  as  Blue  Town. 

Blue  Town  in  1922  was  an  area  of  eight  acres  and  420 
dwellings.  Demolitions  in  this  area  have  always  been  asked 
for  with  the  view  of  eventually  making  a  road  right  through  the 
area,  and  at  present  one  can  see  a  definite  improvement,  with 
spaces  gradually  oi)ening  in  the  centre  of  the  mass  of  houses. 

The  Council  decided  to  adopt  a  Housing  Scheme,  and  this 
was  commenced  early  in  1921.  The  scheme  was  for  the  erection 
of  17G  houses.  Of  these  20  were  erected  by  contract,  and  15G 
under  the  dii'ection  of  the  Ofiice  of  Works.  The  scheme  was 
completed  in  1923  at  a  cost  of  £142,540.  l)ut  unfortunately  this 
has  not  relieved  the  area  specially  needing  help,  namely.  Blue 
Town,  and  anothei'  one  which  may  l)e  called  the  Ho|)e  Street 
area.  It  is  true  that  at  present  ail  tlie  17G  new  houses  are  occu- 
l)ied,  but  the  houses  in  Blue  Town  and  H;)i)e  Street  are  also  still 
occupied,  although  they  were  condemned  in  1919.  I  believe  that 
the  explanation  is  that  the  rents  of  the  new  houses  are  beyond 
the  capabilities  of  Blue  Town  and  lloi)e  Street.  To  illustrate 
this  1  give  the  weekly  rental  and  rates  at  present  being  paid  for 
the  new  houses. 


of  Houses. 

Rent. 

Rates. 

Total. 

20  . 

11/- 

...  6/- 

...  17/- 

20  . 

V- 

...  5/- 

...  14/- 

136  . 

10/- 

...  6/- 

...  16/- 

Tliese  total  rents  of  17/-,  Id/-  and  14/-  are  lieyond  the 
means  of  tlie  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Blue  Town  and 
Hope  Street.  What  is  now  required  is  accommodation  at  prices 
of  10/-  to  14/-  inclusive. 

Now  seems  a  pro])itious  time  to  consider  Housing  again. 
The  original  Scheme  had  to  be  carried  out  at  a  time  when 
building  was  expensive,  and  thus  the  rents  had  to  be  fixed  at 
the  sums  mentioned;  but  now  the  cost  of  building  is  much  re¬ 
duced,  and  houses  can  be  erected  for  roughly  from  £400  to 
£600,  where  formerly  £1,000  to  £1,500  was  required. 

The  next  point  to  consider  is  the  number  of  houses  required. 
Out  of  the  200  Closing  Orders  made  in  1919  and  the  few  made 
since  that  year,  the  total  number  at  present  remaining  is  142, 
and  out  of  them  approximately  42  should  be  repairable.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  at  least  another  100  houses  upon  which 
Closing  Orders  should  be  made  on  account  of  structural  defects, 
sanitation,  lack  of  air  space  and  other  defects,  but  of  these  we 
should  allow  40  as  being  repairable.  To  allow  for  the  variation 
of  population  since  1919  we  require  50  additional  houses.  The 
following  table  puts  the  facts  plainly: — 

1919-1925  Closing  Orders  -  142 
Repairable  ...  -  42 

Closing  Orders,  1926  -  100 
1925  Closing  Orders  required  -  100 

Repairable  .  -  40 

Balance  of  Closing  Orders  required  -  60 
1925  New  additional  houses  required  ...  -  50 

Total  .  210 

The  total  number  of  houses  required  to  replace  those  under 
Closing  Orders  and  only  fit  for  demolition  and  additional  houses 
is  therefore  at  least  210.  This  is  a  minimum,  as  many  of  the 
houses  already  repaired  will  have  completely  worn  out  in  from 
three  to  seven  years  from  now. 

The  whole  question  is,  I  am  aware,  being  considered  by 
some  members  of  the  Council,  and  is  urgent.  The  best  solution 
would  appear  to  be  on  the  lines  of  providing  a  new  building  site 
w'here  the  inhabitants  of  Blue  Town  and  Hope  Street  could 
obtain  accommodation  at  a  rent  suited  to  their  means,  and  by 
their  removal  would  render  possible  the  opening  up  and  increase 
of  air  space  in  the  areas  vacated. 

Concei-ning  the  repairs  that  have  been  effected,  as  I  have 
stated  l)efore,  many  of  tlie  repairs  are  only  of  a  temporary 
character  to  enable  the  hal)itations  to  be  used  for  a  few  years 
longer,  and  tliey  must  in  a  short  period  be  demolished,  as  they 
are  overcrowded  and  lacking  in  air  space.  Other  houses,  espe¬ 
cially  of  the  back-to-back  type,  have  been  converted  into 
through  houses,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  every  two 
houses  that  are  converted  means  one  less  dwelling. 


rOxclufling  the  two  above  inoiitioned  areas,  the  s;'('ii('ral  type 
and  eoiulition  oT  houses  tlirone;ln)iit  the  town  is  solid  hriel<-l)uiU, 
eldelly  of  tlie  type  ereeted  l)('fore  1i)14.  One  notieeat)le  feature 
is  the  small  nuinher  of  houses  provided  with  hath-i'ooms,  and 
this  suggests  also  wliether  the  Loeal  Authoi’ity  shoidd  not  pro¬ 
vide  some  Puhlie  Hot  Ifatlis.  The  Clubs  in  some  cases  provide 
them,  imt  the  use  cd'  these  is  naturally  restricted  to  members. 

Defects  in  sanitation  and  general  housing  rei)airs  have  been 
dealt  with  under  the  Nuisances  Clause  of  the  1875  Public  Health 
Act.  Action  was  commenced  in  one  case  under  Section  ?>  of  tlic 
1i)25  Public  Health  Act. 

Two  Closing  Orders.  17  detei'ininations  and  8  demolitions, 
\vei'e  made  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning  Act.  H)()i). 

As  mentioned  under  the  list  of  Dye-laws.  1  propose  to  re¬ 
commend  Bye-laws  for  Houses-let-in-lodgings.  The  Bye-laws  for 
New  Streets  and  Buildings  have  been  received  and  approved  this 
year.  1925. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Ik  I  ILK  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  millc  supply  is  imported  and 
sold  by  retailers  in  the  District. 

Three  samples  were  taken  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Con¬ 
solidation)  Act.  1915,  and  after  bacteriological  examination  were 
reported  as  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER, 

1885  &  188(5. 

Under  the  above  Orders  there  are  36  registered  purveyors  of 
milk  in  the  District.  Ten  are  in  addition  to  last  year.  Two  have 
been  removed  from  the  register  owing  to  their  giving  up  the  milk 
business. 

Tliere  are  29  Dailies  and  Milkshops  in  the  District,  all  of 
which  have  been  visited.  Seven  purveyors  have  only  their 
rounds  in  the  District. 

MEAT. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  acts  under  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  as  Inspector  of  Meat,  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924.  The  butchers  send  in  proper  notice  of  regu¬ 
lar  and  occasional  slaughtering,  at  which  the  Inspector  makes 
frequent  attendances. 

The  amount  of  imported  meat  consumed  increases  in 
amount,  and  home-grown  meat  is  less  consumed.  In  1914  the 
weekly  killing  in  the  District  was  an  average  of  20  bullocks.  40 
sheei),  and  20  pigs.  In  the  pi’csent  year,  1925.  the  average  is  6 
bullocks,  20  shee])  and  16  iiigs.  Impoited  meat  is  about  85  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  consumed. 

The  amount  of  home-killed  meat  is  so  small  that  it  was 
decided  not  to  apply  for  jiermission  to  mark  meat.  Other  Sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Meat  Regulations  have,  owing  to  the  cordial  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Local  Butchers’  Association,  been  worked  to 
the  advantage  of  the  town.  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  towns 
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that  can  say  that  all  the  butchers’  premises  have  the  meat  pro¬ 
tected  from  contamination  by  dust  by  the  provision  of  either 
plate  s'lass  windows  or  glass  fdled  shutters. 

There  is  no  Public  Slaughter  llou.se,  all  being  private  owned, 
and  these  are  unde;'  constant  supervisioii  and  inspection.  Any 
alteration  or  defect  has  always  received  immediate  attention 
from  the  owner. 


SLAUOI  ITER  1  lOUSES. 


Registered 

Licensed 


1920.  .Ian.  1025.  Dec.  1025. 
5  ...  5  ...  5 

2  ...  2  ...  2 


These  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected  regularly. 
Limewashing  has  been  carried  out  more  frequently  than  the 
Dy-laws  require,  and  the  premises  have  been  kept  as  clean  as 
their  construction  will  allow.  Twenty  sanitary  defects  were 
found  and  remedied. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  unsound  or  diseased 
'>od  surrendered  and  destroyed: — 


Unsound: — 

Beef  . . 

Bacon  . 

Corned  beef  . 

Ox  kidney  . 

Fish  . 

Tinned  Salmon  . 

Pineapple  . 

Ice  cream  powder  . 

Condensed  milk  . 

Evaporated  milk  . 

Jam  . 

Pomegranates  . 

Apples  . 

Bananas  . 

Tinned  pears  . 

Chocolates  . 

Potted  meat  and  fish  pastes  ... 


332  lbs. 


12 

25 

50 

328 


4  tins. 
4  „ 

31 


51 


15  jars. 
8  lbs. 


8  „ 

3  tins. 
5  lbs. 
262  tins. 


Diseased 

Three  carcases,  bovine.  Tuberculosis. 
Six  forequarters,  bovine.  Tuberculosis. 
One  carcase,  swine.  Jaundice. 

Three  heads,  swine.  Tuberculosis. 

Approximately  2  |  tons. 

BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  five  bakehouses  in  the  District,  one  being  under¬ 
ground.  These  have  been  inspected.  Limewashing  has  been 
caiTied  out  and  the  general  conditions  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 


SALE  OE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Tliis  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and  samides 
are  taken  under  the  direction  of  Superintendent  Moure,  of  the 
Rent  County  Constahulary,  Sittinshourne,  and  to  wliom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  following  report. 


iples  of  food  taken  in  Sheerness  during  the  year  1025 

Sami)le. 

No.  taken. 

Sample. 

No.  taken. 

Butter  .... 

.  4 

Margarine  . 

.  4 

,Tam  . 

.  4 

New  Milk  . 

.  8?, 

Lard  . 

.  4 

No  legal  i)roceedings  were  necessary. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  last  five  years  the  District  has  been  passing 
through  a  general  rise  of  infectious  disease,  and  has  suflored  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  country.  A  marked  rise  occurred 
specially  in  Scarlet  Fever,  but  this  is  probably  the  usual  rise  of 
this  disease  that  occurs  regularly.  There  were  no  return  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

With  regard  to  this  disease  the  position  is  different,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  rise  in  this  disease  usually  co¬ 
incided  with  the  period  during  which  excavations  were  in  pro¬ 
gress  for  laying  the  new  sewers,  and  as  soon  as  these  were  com¬ 
pleted  the  disease  showed  a  fall. 

The  importance  of  early  treatment  with  Antitoxin  in  Diph¬ 
theria  is  fully  recognised  by  the  District  Council.  Antitoxin  is 
supplied  free  to  any  practitioner,  and  a  Serum  Syringe  is  always 
sent  should  any  practitioner  require  one  urgently.  It  is  strongly 
urged  that  an  immediate  dose  of  serum  be  administered  to  any 
highly  suspicious  throat  case,  and  then  await  the  report  of  a 
swab  from  the  local  laboratory,  which  can  be  effected  in  two 
hours.  The  report  on  the  growth  of  the  swab  is  reported  the 
next  morning.  No  use  of  either  the  Schick  or  Dick  Tests  on 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  respectively  has  been  made. 

Both  in  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  as  well  as  with  other 
Infectious  diseases,  close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the 
schools.  The  School  Attendance  Officer  is  notified  immediately 
a  child  is  notified  as  suffering  from  an  Infectious  Disease,  and  if 
occasion  requires,  the  class  the  child  attends  is  examined,  or  the 
throats  swabbed  if  necessary.  As  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acts  also  as  School  Medical  Inspector,  and  no  child  can  return 
to  school  without  his  certificate,  a  further  ijrei  ention  of  the 
spread  of  these  diseases  is  maintained. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

During  the  five  years  this  disease  showed  an  average  of  just 
over  two  cases  per  yeai'.  Investigations  into  each  case  failed  to 
ti'ace  the  source  to  any  local  contamination  of  water  supply. 
One  case  was  l)efieved  to  be  due  to  the  patient’s  employment, 
and  sources  of  the  others  were  doubtful. 
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ENCEniALlTIS  LETIIARGICA. 

Tlio  first  recognised  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  in 
lt)21.  In  1922  two  cases  were  notified,  in  1923  one  case,  and  in 
1924  three  cases.  All  the  cases  were  cai'efnlly  investigated.  Of 
the  seven  cases  six  died,  and  the  other  made  recovery.  There 
were  no  cases  in  1925. 


Name. 

Year. 

Age. 

Result. 

Remarks. 

C.D... 

,.  1921 

28 

Lost  si 

ght  of.  Removed  to  London, 

D.B.. 

..  1922 

8 

Died. 

D.W.. 

..  1922 

20 

Died. 

C.E... 

.  1923 

8 

Died. 

G.G.. 

..  1924 

13 

Died. 

D.F... 

..  1924 

11 

Died. 

Notified  as  transferable 
death. 

History  of  injury. 

C.M.. 

..  1924 

71 

Died. 

Notified  as  transferable 
death. 

PNEUMONIA. 

I  do  not  think  this  disease  has  been  too  well  notified  during 
the  last  five  years,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
Practitioners  believed  it  was  only  a  war  measure  and  had  ex¬ 
pired.  I  have  circularised  the  Practitioners  regarding  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  notification  has  certainly  improved. 

Immediately  upon  notification  of  an  infectious  disease,  the 
house  is  visited,  all  names  taken,  children  excluded  from  school 
and  schools  notified.  The  house  is  inspected  to  see  if  means  of 
isolation  are  sufficient.  In  the  majority  of  cases  isolation  at 
home  is  impossible,  and  only  in  cases  where  the  child  is  under 
the  age  of  five  years  is  this  allowed.  Isolation  is  not  properly 
understood,  and  does  not  mean  only  f  iat  the  child  is  to  be  kept 
in  one  room,  but  the  person  nursing  the  case  must  to  a  great 
extent  practise  isolation  also;  it  does  not  mean  that  the  mother 
can  continue  at  all  her  duties,  mix  with  the  other  children,  and 
go  out  mixing  with  other  people  doing  shopping. 

After  the  removal  or  upon  the  recovery  of  a  case,  the  room 
or  rooms  occupied  are  sprayed  and  fumigated,  and  all  suitable 
clothing  taken  to  the  Council’s  Disinfecting  Station,  where  they 
are  treated  and  returned  the  next  day  when  the  rooms  are 
unsealed. 

VACCINATION.  1925. 

Dr.  Watson,  District  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator 
to  the  Sheppey  Board  of  Guardians,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with 
the  following  figures  relating  to  vaccination  in  this  District.  Dr. 
Watson  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  vaccination  of  infants 
continues  to  steadily  decrease. 

\hiccinations  under  one  year  ...  31 

Vaccinations  over  one  year .  37 

Re-vaccinations  .  53 

This  rei)resents  a  total  of  OS  primary  vaccinations,  which, 
comi)ared  with  315  births,  represents  a  percentage  of  21.0,  a 
most  unsatisfactory  amount,  and  much  to  be  deplored  during 
this  period  of  recrudescence  of  Small  Pox. 
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IMKAHLKS. 


IMoasles  was  prevaU'nt  in  1!)24  and  1925,  but  thn  .creator 
miinlxM’  of  cast's  wt'ro  of  a.  mild  character.  lA)nr  d('nths  occuncd 
from  this  disease  in  1!)21  and  thi'ee  in  1025.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
lectures  at  the  Welfare  are  hrinsing  home  to  ])aix'nts  the  im- 
l)ortanco  of  not  treating  Measles  as  a  trivial  and  cliildren’s 
complaint. 


CHICKEN  POX. 

Chicken  Pox  has  also  been  prevalent  during  the  past  two 
years,  hnt  has  not  been  severe.  In  view  of  the  i)revalenc.e  of 
Small  Pox  a  very  careful  supervision  has  been  maintained  over 
Chicken  Pox,  and  notification  was  made  compulsory  from  July, 
1024,  to  December  31st,  and  was  then  continued  to  July,  1025, 
when  notification  ceased. 

There  has  been  no  exceptional  occurrence  in  any  of  the 
other  infectious  diseases.  At  the  end  of  1025  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  was  very  satisfactory.  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph¬ 
theria  and  Typhoid  Fever  are  all  well  down,  the  case  rates  being 
low  compared  with  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

Case  rate  per  1,000  lives. 


Sheerness. 

England  &  W; 

Scarlet  Fever 

....  0.97 

2.36 

Diphtheria  . 

.  0.34 

1.23 

Typhoid  Fever  .. 

....  0.06 

0.07 

The  following  table  shows  the  bacteriological  examinations 
conducted  at  your  Laboratory  for  this  District: — 

Diphtheria.  Phthisis.  Ringworm. 

Poyitivc.  Negative.  Ttl.  Positive.  Negative.  Ttl.  Positive.  Negative.  Ttl. 

2  26  28  7  30  37  13  5  IS 

Total  examinations:  83. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfecting  of 
verminous  persons. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

during  the  year  1925. 

I  would  especially  draw  your  attention  to  the  table  imme¬ 
diately  following  which  shows  graphically  the  late  increase  and 
present  satisfactory  state  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the 
area. 
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TOTALS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SHEERNESS 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  1925. 


Notified. 

I 

i 

’  ^  Disease. 

Males. 

Females. 

- - - 1 

Total. 

'  Number  remc 

to  Hospit 

Total  deaths 

registered. 

Small  Pox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

J^iphthoria  . 

y, 

1  D 

r> 

6 

6 

0 

Searlet  Fever  . 

7 

To 

17 

14 

0 

Kntcric  Ft^vor  . 

1 

0 

1 

1) 

1) 

Piier])eral  Fever  . 

« 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Frvsipr‘lfls  . 

1 

4 

5 

0 

0 

Oplitlialmia  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

o 

0 

0 

Kiieephalil is  Jjetharf^ioa  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I’neumonia  . 

11 

5 

16 

0 

9 

Tiibereiilosis  : — 

Piilmonarv  . 

IT) 

10 

34 

17 

Noil-Pulmonary  . 

1 

5 

6 

.6 

*Cliieken  J’ox  . 

4!) 

fio 

108 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

90  i 

1 

106 

106 

•20 

31 

*  Notification  expired  15tli  July,  1925. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total  number 
notified. 

Mile  Town.  j 

L 

o 

hstri 

o 

H 

Si 

s 

ots. 

s 

-M 

a? 

0/ 

Garrison.  | 

Number  removed 
to  Hospital. 

Number  treated 
at  home. 

Diphtheria  . 

6 

*> 

•  1 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Krvsijielas  . 

.6 

O 

3 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

.5 

Soailet  Fever  . 

17 

0 

6 

1 

0 

1 

14 

Fnterio  Fever  . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ojjhthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

O 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

l^iilmonary  'J’uhereidosis  . 

3  4 

to 

1  1 

o 

1 

1 

— 

.Non-Pulmonary  I'ldiereulosis  . 

6 

»> 

1 

1 

0 

— 

— 

l*neumonia  . 

1  6 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Fneephalitis  Lethargiea  . 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puer])eral  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malaria  . 

1 

1 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

'Chicken  Pox  . 

108 

55 

.6  2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

108 

Totals  . 

106 

lO'i 

1 

85 

2 

‘2 

20 

136 

*  Notification  expired  July  15tli,  1925. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


l!)2d. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

'  Diplulieria. 

> 

0^ 

O 

o) 

1 

Erysipelas. 

+-)  rt 

z  o 

f—i  1— 1 

1 

'z  5 

c 

^  o 
2-  0/ 

Pneumonia. 

Chicken  Pox. 

Totals. 

Jannarv  . 

O 

0 

0 

0 

II 

II 

II 

IJ 

Fehriiarv  . 

0 

1) 

1 

II 

II 

IJ 

.Marcli  . 

•) 

I 

(1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

5 

1 

.tl)ril  . 

o 

0 

0 

II 

1 

i: 

o  o 

•  1  — 

4 

May  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

II 

II 

o 

2  7 

3 

June  . 

»> 

0 

0 

II 

II 

1 

1 

:iii 

:.i 

Julv  . 

1 

0 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

12 

1 

Aujtnst  . 

0 

1 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

O’ 

September  . 

d 

0 

1) 

II 

0 

II 

II 

(1 

Oetoher  . 

.1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

November  . 

1 

•  ) 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

(1 

Deeemlier  . 

.1 

0 

0 

II 

(1 

7 

0 

Totals  . 

17 

1 

5 

0 

2 

ii: 

, 

108 

15 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Niiniher  of  oa.se.s  notified. 


At  ages  —  years. 


Disease. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  to  d  years. 

d  to  Id  years. 

j - 

Id  to  2d  years. 

:i 

QJ 

UTi 

o 

-M 

lO 

-M 

4d  to  (5d  years. 

6d  upwards. 

Dijihtlioria  . 

() 

0 

i 

,  4 

11 

II 

0 

0 

Si-arlet  l‘'ever  . 

17 

1) 

3 

i  ^  3 

1 

II 

1) 

II 

I'hiteric  Fever  . 

1 

II 

;  II 

II 

1 

II 

n 

1) 

J^uerjicral  Fever  . 

II 

II 

i  d 

0 

II 

II 

II 

0 

Malaria  . 

1 

11 

d 

II 

II 

1 

1) 

1) 

Ervsipelas  . 

5 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

11 

4 

1 

Opluhalmia  Neonatorum  . 

o 

») 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

Kncepitalil  is  Fethareica  . 

II 

II 

d 

II 

0 

11 

II 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

1 1) 

0 

*> 

5 

1 

•> 

o 

1 

1) 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Pulmonarv  : — 

-Maie  . 

15 

II 

II 

1 

*) 

7 

d 

1) 

Female  . 

1<) 

0 

1 

*> 

8 

5 

II 

Non-P>ilmonarv  : — 

Male  . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

II 

1) 

II 

II 

Female  .  . . 

f) 

II 

2 

1 

1 

1 

II 

0 

*  Chicken  Pox  . 

108 

1 1 

O  O 

04 

1 

II 

II 

1) 

— 

- - - 

- - - 

— 

- - 

Totals  . 

19'i 

in 

47 

!I0 

10 

20 

15 

1 

*  Notification  expired  July  15th,  1925. 


42 


NOTIFICATION  IIY  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

•nj.i3ijti|diQ 

> 

O 

u 

-4-' 

w 

X 

o 

o 

Pneumonia.  [ 

Pulmona  ry 
Tid)erculosis. 

Non-Pul  inonary 

Tubercidosis. 

CC 

'o 

1 

I' 

’H. 

!  i 

Dr.  Hoik!  . 

i) 

1 

0 

12 

1 

II 

- 

II 

" 

! 

2.3 

Dr.  t'ovenl rv  . 

(i 

;i 

0 

.0.') 

4  1 

II 

1 II 

II  • 

II 

II  1 

()  7 

J)r.  Mincliiii  . 

1 

0 

0 

1  f) 

1  1 

II 

14 

>) 

5 

II  ' 

48 

Dr.  Shepliard  . 

;i 

1 

] 

mi 

1 

1 

II 

0 

II 

0  i 

:’.;i 

Dr.  Watson  . 

1 

1 

0 

1) 

0 

II 

1 

1 

II 

”  1 

4 

D.r  Havdon  . 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

II 

II 

*> 

0 

II 

II 

o 

Dr.  Wiglesworth  . 

0 

0 

0 

II 

II 

0 

1 

II 

0 

1 

Dr.  Madwar  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

II 

0 

O 

II 

1) 

II 

*> 

Dr.  Gibhins  . 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

0 

11 

O 

II 

II 

IM 

Dr.  Stanistrcet  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

II 

0 

II 

II 

0 

(1 

1 

Hosjiital.s  . 

0 

0 

u 

0 

u 

u 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Totals  . 

17 

(i 

1 

lOS 

l(j 

1 

35 

7 

5 

2 

198 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

A  full  register  of  Tuberculosis  is  kept  and  close  supervision 
is  ensured  by  active  co-operation  of  the  Health  Department  with 
the  School  Medical  Officer,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and 
Practitioners. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  there  is  a  definite  improvement  in  noti¬ 
fication,  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  PULMONARA^  AND  NON-PULMONARY. 


Age. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmona  rv. 
IM.  F. 

Pulmonarv. 
M.  F.^ 

Non- 

I’ulnionary. 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year  . 

0 

0 

II 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1  to  5  Years  . 

0 

1 

1 

*) 

(1 

II 

1 

1 

5  to  10  Years  . 

1 

1 

1) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  to  15  years  . 

0 

1 

II 

II 

(1 

II 

u 

1 

15  to  20  years  . 

1 

o 

II 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20  to  25  years  . 

1 

1 

0 

II 

1 

3 

(1 

0 

25  to  35  years  . 

II 

*> 

II 

1 

1 

») 

1 

(1 

35  to  45  years  . 

7 

1) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

15  to  55  years  . 

;{ 

;{ 

1) 

0 

0 

1 

0 

(1 

55  to  65  years  . 

o 

II 

u 

0 

O 

0 

0 

65  and  ufiwards 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

0 

tl 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

15 

91 

1 

5 

t 

10 

2 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Localisation  of  disease: — 

Males.  Females. 

Meningitis  .  1  Hip  ...  1  Glands..  2 

Spine .  1  Bowels.  1 


PU15L1C  lIICALTll  (IMIICVICNTION 

IllOr.ULATlONS, 


OK  TUOKrtCKLOSlS) 


PUPLIC  llKALTll  ACT,  1!)2r).  SECTION  (j2. 

No  action  has  been  reciuii'ecl  under  either  of  the  above  Acts. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILI)  WELFARE. 

The  Child  Welfare  and  IMaternity  Centre  commenced  in  a 
small  way  in  1!)17,  and  with  varying-  fortune  and  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  obtained  appreciation  owing  to  the  unremit¬ 
ting  work  of  a  voluntary  Committee  and  the  Health  A'isitor, 
Nurse  Aylward.  The  Centre  commenced  in  rooms  attached  to 
the  Hippodrome,  but  {piickly  outgrowing  this  accommodation  it 
was  removed  to  17,  Alma  Road,  until  in  191!)  the  Sheerness 
ITrhan  District  Council  formed  a  Statutory  Child  Welfare  and 
Maternity  Committee  from  the  Health  Committee  and  co-opted 
certain  ladies  to  this  Committee.  Holhorn  Villa,  High  Street, 
was  then  rented  for  the  purpose  of  a  centre,  with  the  intention 
of  purchase  to  make  a  permanent  Centre,  hut  negotiations  were 
unable  to  he  concluded,  and  finally  Trinity  Villa,  Trinity  .Road, 
was  adapted  as  a  Centre,  and  has  continued  to  he  used  for  that 
purpose  till  the  present  time,  although  the  constant  and  increas¬ 
ing  numbers  attending  the  Centre  regularly  have  far  exceeded 
the  limited  space  available.  The  Committee  are  therefore  now 
faced  again  with  the  urgent  necessity  of  much  increased  accom¬ 
modation.  The  numbers  attending  the  sessions  have  completely 
outgrown  the  space,  and  the  danger  entailed  by  having  to  take 
young  children  up  a  staircase,  the  overcrowding  of  the  assembly 
room  and  the  lack  of  ventilation  makes  immediate  consideration 
urgent.  The  Committee  is  now  considering  the  matter,  and  I 
believe  will  take  a  broad  view,  in  that  they  will  not  only  con¬ 
sider  the  immediate  necessity,  but  provide  for  future  expansion. 

The  attendances  at  the  Welfare  are  slightly  lower,  as  owing 
to  overcrowding  and  want  of  ventilation,  it  was  considered  best 
to  turn  many  mothers  away  in  order  that  the  newer  mothers 
might  have  advantage  of  advice.  The  average  attendance 
has  been  97  mothers  and  99  children,  with  a  total  attendance  of 
4,422  mothers  and  4,543  children. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Aylward;  the  latter  has  been  with  the 
Centre  from  the  commencement.  The  Medical  Officer,  the 
Health  Visitor  and  one  of  the  Committee  and  voluntary  workers 
attend  each  Tuesday  and  Friday  session,  during  which  short 
addresses  on  Infant  Welfare  are  given,  consultations  on  indi¬ 
vidual  children  made,  and  weighing  carried  out.  Wednesday  is 
particularly  the  Nurse’s  day,  when  instruction  is  given  on  cut¬ 
ting-out  and  making  children’s  garments.  At  the  end  of  each 
half-year  a  sale  is  held,  and  the  garments  that  have  been  made 
are  sold  at  prices  well  within  the  purse  of  any  mother  attending 
the  Welfare.  The  profits  are  used  for  the  lienefit  of  the  mothers 
and  children. 

Particular  stress  is  laid  on  the  importance  of  breast  feeding, 
and  every  advice  is  given  to  maintain  it,  and  each  year  has  seen 
this  advice  being  more  readily  adopted.  For  those  who  reiiuire 
additional  food  or  actually  need  food  for  artificial  feeding,  dried 
milk  and  other  foods  are  sold  at  cost  price  to  those  who  conform 
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to  a  certain  stated  standard,  and  slioidd  any  necessitous  case 
occur.  ])roviding  tlieir  condition  conforms  to'  the  standard  made 
l)y  the  Ministry  of  Health,  free  food  is  supplied  and  the  case 
reviewed  at  stated  intervals  hy  the  Maternity  Committee  acting 
upon  the  advice  of  the  IMedical  Ollicer. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Welfare  Committee,  the 
Council  contribute  an  annual  donation  to  the  Lethbridge  Nursing- 
Association  for  the  assistance  of  their  trained  MidwiWs  to  at¬ 
tend  necessitous  cases  of  maternity  recommended  hy  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee.  In  addition,  the  services  of  one  of  tliese  nurses 
is  paid  to  take  the  Health  Visitor’s  place  during  her  annuiil 
leave. 

J,ast  year  saw  the  commencement  of  ante-natal  work,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  increased  interest  and 
advantage  is  being  taken  of  these  consultations.  The  increased 
interest  taken  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  whereas  18  mothers 
applied  last  year  for  advice,  this  year  57  consultations  were 
given,  and  25  special  examinations. 

There  is  no  provision  for  maternity  cases.  When  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Committee  was  hoping  to  obtain  Holborn  Villa  as  a  Welfare 
Centre,  the  intention  was  also  to  make  provision  for  maternity 
cases  to  be  received.  This  is  a  very  important  question  and  very 
essential  to  the  area,  especially  considering  the  inadequacy  of 
housing  and  the  bad  condition  of  many  of  the  houses.  In  con¬ 
sidering  the  question,  however,  it  is  important  to  remember  that 
a  Maternity  Home  for  two,  three  or  four  beds  is  as  expensive  as 
one  for  ten  beds,  and  there  are  other  means  of  meeting  the 
need.  In  this  latter  category  I  would  suggest  that  the  Commit¬ 
tee  consider  whether  it  -would  not  be  well  to  approach  the  Shep- 
pey  Guardians  as  to  whether  the  Board  would  be  willing  to  keep 
a  certain  number  of  midwifery  beds  at  the  disposal  of  the  LTrban 
District  at  a  definite  rent  per  bed  per  annum.  This,  I  under¬ 
stand,  is  a  course  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  w-illing  to  con¬ 
sider  in  areas  where  the  establishment  of  a  small  Maternity 
Home  is  not  economical. 

Nurse  Aylward  reports  to  me  as  follows  with  regard  to  the 
work  accomplished  at  the  Welfare  and  in  the  District  during  the 
past  year. 


Births  notified  . 

Bii'ths  not  notified  . 

.Vttended  by  Midwives... 


Male.  Female. 
165  143  .., 

r  1 


4 


Total. 

308 


V 


,  Practitioners 


231 

84 


9 


Stillborn 


4 


FEEDING. 


Breast  fed  . 

Partially  breast  fed  ... 
Artificially  fed  . 


Dried  milk  ...  3 

Cows’  milk  . . . 
Condensed  milk 


Dried  milk  supplied  free 


1541bs. 
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VISITING. 

First  visits  . 

.  407 

Re-visits  . 

.  552 

\’isits  2  to  5  vears  . 

.  595 

Ante-natal  visits  . 

.  105 

\4sits  to  Chicken  Pox  . 

.  05 

,,  ,,  Whoojjing  Cough.  . 

.  51 

..  ,,  Measles  . 

.  25 

Total  visits  . 

.  1570 

CRIPPLE  CUII.DREN. 

A  scheme  is  now  under  organisation  by  the  Ivent'  County 
Council  for  the  treatment  of  cripple  children,  and  one  part  of 
this  scheme  provides  for  clinics  in  centres  not  immediately  ad¬ 
jacent  to  a  Hospital  Centre.  Under  the  scheme  Sheerness  would 
he  the  centre  for  Sheppey,  and  the  Idistrict  Council  has  ex¬ 
pressed  its  willingness  to  assist  when  the  scheme  is  working  ny 
allowing  part  cf  the  Welfare  to  be  used  for  this  purpose.  T'ne 
treatment  will  be  of  most  valuable  assistance  to  the  whole  area, 
as  it  will  provide  trained  and  experienced  treatment  such  as  oi- 
thopmdic  treatment  and  massage,  the  latter  of  which  has  been 
esi)ecially  needed.  The  whole  scheme  would  be  worked  under 
the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Alfred  Green¬ 
wood. 

SUNSHINE  HOMES. 

Some  children  are  unfortunately  born  blind,  others  become 
blind  owing  to  neglect,  and  others  have  defective  sight,  which,  by 
suitable  treatment,  can  be  corrected. 

The  first  two  categories  have  in  recent  years  been  provided 
for  by  the  National  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  is  now  acting  in  conjunction  with  this  Institution,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  such  cases  may  be  introduced  for  admission  to 
their  “  Sunshine  Homes.”  These  homes  undertake  the  care  of 
children  from  infancy  and  educate  them  to  use  the  senses  of 
touch  and  hearing,  so  that  to  some  degree  they  may  be  com¬ 
pensated  for  the  lack  of  sight.  This  treatment  extends  to  the 
age  of  five  years,  after  which  age  the  child  is  in  the  care  of  tlie 
County  Elducation  .Authority. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Ctiscs 

Ti'caUvl. 

N()(  ifioil. 

At  11  OHIO. 

J;i  Hospital. 

Vision 
r!!inij)aire;l . 

\’  isioti 

1  iiipaii-o(l. 

Total 

Ulitahioss 

Doalii. 

- 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

{) 

The  following  are  details  of  the  above  cases: — 

B.  Aged  10  days.  Mother  attended  by  Midwife.  Health 
Nurse  called  on  tenth  day  and  found  child  suffering  from  Opli- 
thahnia  Neonatorum.  Case  notified  l)y  a  Medical  Practitioner 
on  21  St  May,  1925,  who  treated  the  case,  which  made  comi)leto 
recoveiy. 


4G 


P.  Aged  10  days.  jMothcr  attended  by  Midwife.  Ilealtii 
Visitor  found  case  on  tenth  day.  Case  notified  by  a  Medical 
Practitioner  on  2nd  May,  1025,  was  treated  by  him  and  made 
comiilete  recovery. 
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Shccrncss  Urlxin  District  Council. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

AETEOROLOGICAL 

OBSERVATIONS 

for  the  Year  1925. 


HEIGHT  OF  STATION  ABOVE  MEAN  SEA  LEVEL.  S.fj  feet. 


HOURS  OF  OBSERVATION,  9  a.m.  and  G  p.m.  G.M.T. 


Meteorological  Otncer : 


W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.II.  Load.,  F.R.M.S. 


Meteorological  Observers : 

MISS  I.  C.  SMITH, 

J.  C.  GOODWIN,  M.S.I.A. 
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PiiMic  [lealtli  Department, 
Trinity  Road,  Sheerness. 


JMr.  Chairman  and  Coimcillors, 


April,  1920. 


Your  Meteorological  Station  has  now  completed  two  years, 
and  during-  this  period  no  lapse  has  occurred  in  the  observations 
and  records. 


As  each  year  passes  so  the  value  of  the  ohservations  in¬ 
creases.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  the  station  is  not 
situated  in  a  better  position,  where  the  observations  with  regard 
to  certain  items  would  be  more  accurate. 


Meteorological  observations  are  often  of  great  interest  to 
visitors,  and  I  would  suggest  that  a  notice  board  be  placed  in 
some  prominent  position  either  on  the  front  or  in  the  gardens 
readily  open  for  inspection.  In  addition  I  would  recommend 
that  a  Sea  Temperature  Thermometer  be  added  to  the  instru¬ 
ments,  as  the  temperature  of  the  sea  is  often  a  question  affect¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  sea  bathing. 

Your  instruments  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  one  ther¬ 
mometer  only  has  had  to  be  replaced  (the  breakage  was  due  to 
some  unauthorised  person). 

Reports  on  the  observations  are  sent  to  both  the  local 
weekly  newspapers,  in  the  form  appended  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 

The  longest  period  of  sunshine  was  14.2  hours,  and  an  in¬ 
teresting  point  is  that  this  occurred  in  May,  whereas  in  1924 
the  longest  period  of  sunshine  was  the  same,  14.2  hours,  but 
which  occurred  in  July.  The  rainfall,  as  would  be  generally 
judged,  was  below  that  for  1924,  being  4.89  inches  less  than  in 
that  year. 

Rainfall,  temperature  and  sunshine  all  compare  well  with 
the  records  for  other  South  Coast  health  resorts,  and  if  our 
station  was  in  a  better  position  the  records  for  the  two  latter 
items  would,  I  believe,  equal  if  not  exceed  those  of  other 
stations. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Miss  Smith,  who 
jointly  act  as  Meteorological  Observers,  and  especially  Miss 
Smith,  who,  in  addition,  compiles  the  records,  a  labour  entailing 
much  work  and  great  accuracy  and  patience. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS, 

Council  Meteorologist. 


SIJAIIMARY  FOR  TllF  YIOAR  192!"). 

From  tlio  l’ul)licati()ii  by  the  lileteorological  Olliee,  London. 


A  NORMAL  YFAR:  A  SUNNY  AND  AI’, NORMALLY  DRY  JUNE; 


.\  WKT  MAY: 


WINTRY  CONDITIONS,  NOYEMUER 
AND  DECEMRER. 


The  ontstanding  features  of  U)2h  vrere  tlie  droiiglit  and 
brilliant  weather  of  June  and  the  cold  s])e]l  wliich  lasted  with 
little  intermission  from  November  Sth  to  December  2()th.  With 
the  exception  of  .lime,  the  summer  was  a  disappointing  one. 
Other  noteworthy  features  were  the  two  short  hot  spells  in  .luly 
i)etween  the  Ifth  and  14th  and  between  the  21st  and  2.^)th,  the 
dryness  of  March  and  the  wet  weather  of  February  and  May. 

January  was  a  mild  and  stormy  month  and  wet  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Rritish  Isles.  Winds  were  predominantly 
southerly  to  south-westerly. 

Febriiary  was  mild  and  extremely  wet  with  a  prevadence  of 
high  winds  and  gales,  but  on  the  whole  the  month  was  less  windy 
than  January. 

The  weather  of  March  was  characterised  by  persistently 
dry  northerly  winds.  At  most  stations  the  highest  temperatures 
of  the  month  occurred  during  an  interval  of  westerly  winds  and 
fair  weather  between  13th  and  U)th.  The  mean  temperature  for 
the  month  as  a  whole  did  not  differ  much  from  the  normal, 
whilst  sunshine  was  deficient  in  most  districts,  particularly  in 
central  and  eastern  England. 

April  was  showery,  cool  and  rather  wet,  but  with  many 
bright  periods,  the  mean  daily  duration  of  sunshine  being  above 
normal  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  and  in  the  western  districts  of 
England  generally.  Local  thunderstorms  were  of  frequent 
occurrence  during  the  last  week,  especially  in  the  south-eastern 
area.  High  winds  and  gales  occurred  widely  on  the  15th  and 
16  th. 

During  the  early  days  of  May  cool  and  cloudy  weather  with 
local  thunderstorms  and  considerable  rain  at  times  prevailed 
generally.  On  the  10th  a  ridge  of  high  pressure  spread  in  from 
the  Atlantic,  and  more  than  13  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded 
on  several  days  in  the  south-eastern  and  eastern  districts.  The 
spell  of  fine  weather  lasted  only  about  a  week,  however,  and  the 
weather  became  again  unsettled,  thundery  and  very  wet, 
monthly  aggregates  of  rainfall  being  well  above  the  normal. 

June  was  noteworthy  because  of  its  ideal  summer  weather, 
its  sunniness  and  exceptional  dryness.  No  depression  crossed 
the  British  Isles  during  the  month,  while  during  the  warm  spell 
from  the  0th  to  12th  the  temperature  exceeded  (S5deg.  F.  at  many 
stations. 

The  first  three  weeks  of  July  were  characterised  by  mainly 
fair  warm  weather,  the  last  week  by  a  cooler  type  of  unsettled 
weather.  Two  brief  hot  spells  occurred  between  the  11th  and 
13th  and  between  the  21st  and  25th,  a  maximum  of  02deg.F. 
the  highest  experienced  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  being 


recorded  at  Hunstanton  on  the  22nd.  Severe  thunderstorms 
occurred  on  tlie  22nd.  extensive  damage  being  done  by  hail¬ 
stones  in  the  Woolwich  and  Plumstead  Districts  of  London. 

The  weather  of  August  was  mainly  dull  and  unsettled  with 
the  exception  of  a  spell  of  fair  to  fine  weather  between  the  14th 
and  19th.  It  was  relatively  dry  in  Ireland,  the  greater  part  of 
Scotland  and  in  many  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  but  wet  in 
southern  England. 

September  was  a  cool  and  windy  month  with  rainfall  above 
average.  Although  there  were  many  bright  periods,  sunshine 
on  the  whole  was  deficient.  Quiet,  fair  and  warmer  weather  set 
in  on  the  2Gth  and  continued  until  the  end  of  the  month.  In 
Scotland  snow  occurred  unusually  early  on  the  3rd,  4th  and 
again  on  the  9th. 

October  was  predominantly  mild,  except  for  some  rather 
cold  weather  just  before  the  middle  of  the  month ;  the  first  half 
of  the  month  was  dry  and  sunny  with  local  mist  and  fog,  tlm 
second  half  unsettled,  cloudy  and  wet. 

During  November,  after  a  mild  and  unsettled  week,  dry, 
cold  and  sunny  weather  with  much  fog  prevailed,  the  last  week 
being  of  a  decidedly  wintry  character  with  much  snow,  but 
with  considerable  bright  periods. 

The  cold  spell  which  formed  the  main  feature  of  the  weather 
of  November  continued  with  short  breaks  from  about  5th  to 
8th,  and  about  17th  and  during  the  greater  part  of  December, 
mild,  rainy  and  showery  weather  setting  in  on  26th  and  con¬ 
tinuing  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

METEOROLOGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

One  Barometer  (Meteorological  Office  pattern). 

One  Maximum  Thermometer. 

One  Minimum  Thermometer. 

One  Wet  Bulb. 

One  Dry  Bulb. 

One  Grass  Minimum  Thermometer. 

Two  one-foot  Earth  Thermometers. 

One  four-feet  Earth  Thermometer. 

One  Rain  Gauge,  5-inch. 

One  Campbell  Stokes  Sunsliine  Recorder. 

One  Stevenson  Screen. 

One  earth  thermometer  ha^s  had  to  be  replaced  during  the 
year;  it  was  repaired  and  is  kept  as  a  spare  in  case  of  emergency. 


SUMMARY  OE  THE  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

AT  SHEERNESS. 


BAROMETER.  TABLE  I. 

The  highest  barometric  reading  recorded  was  30.773  inches 
(1042.1  millibars)  on  the  19th  .lanuary,  and  the  lowest  28.685 
inches  (971.4  milli))ars)  on  the  20th  December. 


TRMPI^llATURE.  TAP.T.E  IT. 

The  mean  of  tlie  maximum  temi)eratui'e  was  57.4  degrees, 
and  of  the  minimum  44.8  degrees.  The  mean  of  the  eomhined 
maximum  and  minimnm  temneratures  was  51.1.  Tlie  hottest 
day  was  June  11th.  when  the  maximum  temi)erature  reached  85. 
The  mean  temperature  for  south-east  England  was  49.5  degrees. 

SUNSHINE.  TABLE  Ill. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  was  1558.0,  a 
daily  average  of  4.20  hours.  The  most  recorded  in  one  day  was 
14.2  hours  on  May  28th.  There  were  66  sunless  days.  The 
daily  average  for  south-east  hlngland  was  4.66  hours. 

RAINFALL.  TABLE  IV. 

The  total  rainfall  was  19.86  inches.  Rain  fell  on  154  days, 
the  heaviest  fall  being  22.1  millimetres  on  July  22nd.  The  wet¬ 
test  month  was  Octolter.  2.46  inches  being  recorded;  and  the 
driest  was  June,  only  0.35  inches  being  recorded. 

WINDS.  TABLE  V. 

I'he  prevailing  winds  came  from  the  south-west,  the  per¬ 
centage  being  27.5. 

OTtlER  WEATHER  CONDITIONS. 

Snow  fell  on  six  days  and  hail  on  two  days;  there  were  six 
thunderstorms:  fog  was  recorded  on  25  days,  and  a  ground 
frost  during  53  nights. 


BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE.  TABLE 
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WINDS.  TABLE  V. 
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VISIBILITY.  TABLE  VII. 
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CLOUD  AMOUNT  AND  EARTH  TEMPERATURE.  TABLE  VIII. 


192o. 

Number  of  OI)servaf ions. 

Amount  of  Cloud. 

Earth 

Temi»erature. 

Monthly 

Averages. 

0 

1-3 

4-t) 

7-9 

10 

At  1ft. 

At  4ft. 

.Tanuarv  . 

7 

.3 

ti 

7 

.39 

42- 

9 

47-  4 

Fel)r\iarv  . 

«) 

ri 

8 

w  «  » 

14 

43- 

1 

4  6  ti 

MarcJi  . 

4 

li! 

5 

14 

2tl 

4.3 

I) 

45-  8 

Ai)ril  . 

9 

(i 

8 

17 

2  0 

47. 

8 

4  7 .  :i 

S 

12 

8 

2t) 

14 

54- 

9 

50-  8 

. I  lino  . 

!) 

17 

1  1 

V 

16 

tit). 

7 

5ti.  2 

Jtilv  . 

O 

19 

ti 

15 

20 

6.3. 

ti 

58.  5 

Ausiust  . . 

8 

8 

!» 

1.3 

24 

62- 

til).  4 

September  . 

ti 

9 

7 

1  2 

2tl 

;>  /  • 

4 

58-  7 

October  . 

1  4 

1  0 

.3.3 

54- 

•  ) 

5li.  0 

November  . 

() 

10 

f) 

15 

24 

46. 

5 

52.  4 

Deeember  . 

10 

9 

4 

17 

*) 

38. 

9 

46.  4 

Year  .  . 

77 

125 

j 

80  , 

170 

278 

51.3 

52.4 

DAILY  AVERAGE  OF  SUNSHINE.  TABLE  IX. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  RAINFALL.  TABLE  X. 
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MEAN  TEMPERATURES.  TABLE  XI. 
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“  Sheerness  Timas.” 

Meteorological  Observations. 


SHEEIINESS  STATION. 


Week  ending 


MAX.  MIN.  RAIN.  SUNSHINE. 

Decrees.  Degree.s.  Inelie.s.  Ilour.s. 


THURSDAY 

FRIDAY  . 

SATURDAY 
SUNDAY  .... 
MONDAY 
TUESDAY  ... 
WEDNESDAY 


Gl. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition 


OF  THE 


Borough  of  Queenborough 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 
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Annual  Report  for  1925. 


TO  THE  TOWN  COUNCIL  OF  QUEENP.OROUGH. 

Public  Health  Offices, 

Council  Offices, 

Queenborough. 

April,  1020. 

]\Ir.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  IMinistry  of 
Health,  a  general  survey  of  the  progress  made  in  Public  Health 
during  the  past  five  years  is  included  in  this  report.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  five  years,  1923  and  1924  were  bad  owing  to  the  number 
of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  hut  these  years  passed, 
the  incidence  of  these  diseases,  and  all  infectious  diseases,  is 
exceptionally  low. 

Housing  has  occupied  your  attention  during  the  past  five 
years,  and  1925  shows  a  good  beginning.  Much  headway  must 
he  made  to  make  up  for  the  yeai's  in  which  nothing  was 
achieved,  and  at  least  75  houses  are  now  required  to  satisfy 
minimum  requirements. 

Your  Child  Welfare  continues  its  useful  work,  and  al¬ 
though  the  Birth  Rate  is  low,  on  the  other  hand  the  Infantile 
Mortality  is  much  lower  than  the  previous  year,  and  must  he 
attributed  to  some  extent  to  the  advice  and  education  given  at 
the  Welfare  and  by  the  Plealth  Visitor,  Nurse  Cooper. 

The  Death  Rate  of  7.5  per  thousand  of  population  is  ex¬ 
ceptionally  low,  as  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.2 
per  thousand.  This  certainly  shows  the  general  good  health  of 
the  Borough. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  siip- 
port  and  consideration  of  any  proposals  I  have  made.  I  have 
also  to  thank  Mr.  Small,  Nurse  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Marshall  foi- 
valuable  help  constantly  and  willingly  given. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  C.  D.  HILLS. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


AREA;  (Acres) 

Land  .  656a.  2r.  4p. 

Waters  .  263 

Foreshore  .  453 


POPULATION: 

Census,  1921 
Estimated,  1925 


1,372a. 

3,115 

3,210 


2r. 


4i). 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  CHARACTERISTICS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

The  ancient  Borough  and  Port  of  Queen  borough  dates  from 
a  Charter  granted  by  Edward  III.  in  the  year  1369,  and  is  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  north  coast  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey.  The  town  is 
mainly  14  feet  above  sea  level,  but  the  Church  occupies  the 
highest  position,  being  28  feet  above  O.D. 

The  sub-soil  is  stiff  clay,  and  extends  for  a  depth  of  about 
280  feet.  The  town  is  immediately  surrounded  by  well-drained 
marshland. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses:  Census  1921,  624;  1925,  596. 
Number  of  separate  families  or  occupiers:  1921,  624. 

Rateable  value:  £13,754. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £58. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  population,  which  is  chiefly  industrial,  is  mostly  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  large  Pottery  Works  and  the  Glue  and  Chemical 
Works.  A  Glass  Factory  has  been  working  after  a  period  of 
depression,  but  a  Ship-Breaking  establishment  is  now  gradually 
closing  down.  One  large  glass  factory  is  completely  closed 
down.  Employment  is  improved  and  practically  all  who  are 
willing  can  obtain  employment.  Both  men  and  women  are 
employed  at  the  Glue  and  Chemical  Works,  in  which  the 
atmosphere  is  necessarily  somewhat  unpleasant,  but  all  em¬ 
ployees  look  healthy,  and  the  work  does  not  appear  to  affect 
the  health  detrimentally.  Probably  the  odours  that  are  at  times 
emitted  from  these  works  are  more  unpleasant  than  unhealthy 
to  inhabitants  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  are  caused  either 
by  carelessness  on  the  employees’  part  or  occasional  breakdowns 
of  machinery.  I  believe  the  owners  endeavour  their  best  to 
prevent  annoyance  to  the  neighbourhood. 

VITAL  STATISTICS.  ^ 

BIRTHS: —  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  50  23  27 

Illegitimate  .  1  0  1  Birth  Rate,  R.G.  15.9 

DEATHS  .  24  13  11  Death  Rate,  R.G.  7.5 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth: — 
From  Sepsis,  nil.  From  other  causes,  nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births:  19.6 
Legitimate,  0.  Illegitimate,  1.  Total,  1. 
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Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1925  COMFARIOD  WITH 
1924,  1922,  1922  and  1921. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  both  the  Death  Rate  and  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  continue  to  steadily  decrease. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  below  the  general  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  but  it  should  be  understood  that  with  a  small  popu¬ 
lation  a  difference  of  two  or  three  births  makes  a  large  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  Rate. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  THE  AGE  OF  ONE  YEAR. 


1925. 

Sex, 

Area. 

Age. 

Cause. 

December. 

¥. 

Comyn  Terrace. 

8  months. 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  REGISTERED  DURING  1925. 


Di.sease. 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  .. 

C'erehral  Htemorrhage  . . 

Heart  disease  . 

.4rterio-sclerosis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  . 

Deaths  from  violence  . 

Other  defined  diseases  . 
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CAUSER  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1925.  MALES. 


Causes  nf  Death. 


] .  Enteric  lAver  . 

2.  Sinall-j)OM  . 

'A.  Measles  . 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Diphtheria  . 

7.  Influenza  . 

8.  Enceiihalitis  Lethargica  . 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis  . 

10.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory  Systeni 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

V2.  Clancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

D5.  Rlieunuitic  Fever  . 

II.  Diabetes  . 

lo.  Clerobral  Hiemorrhage 
1(5.  Heai't  Disease  . 

17.  Artcrio-sclerosis  . 

18.  Rronchitis  . 

]9.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20.  Olher  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

21.  Fleer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 

22.  Diarrha'a,  etc.,  under  two  years. 

2.‘1.  Api)endicitis  and  Typhlitis  . 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Ijiver  . 

2/).  A(aite  atid  Chronic  Nei)hritis  ... 

26.  (V)ngenital  debility  and  mal¬ 

formation,  prematui-e  birth... 

27.  Suicide  . 

28.  Other  deaths  from  violenra*  . 

29.  Olhei'  di'fined  diseases  . 

•10.  Causes  ill-defineil  or  uidiiiown... 

All  causes  . 


Nett  Deaths  at  tlie  s\d)joined  ages 
of  “  Residents,”  whether  occur¬ 
ring  within  or  without  the  District. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  13EATH  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1925.  FEMALES. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Euterie  Fever  . 

Snia  11-pox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  . 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuherculous  Diseases  .  . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Diabetes  . 

Cerebral  Hiemorrhage  . 

Heart  Disease  . 

Arterio-sclerosis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forttis)  . 

Other  Resj)iratory  Diseases  . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum. 
Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  two  years. 

Aj)pendicitis  and  Typhlitis  . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

Puerjjeral  sepsis  . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
I)regnancy  and  j)artui-ition  ... 
Congenital  debility  and  mal¬ 
formation,  i)remature  birth  ... 

.Suicifle  '  >• . 

Other  deaths  from  violence  . 

Other  defined  diseases  .  . 

Causes  ill-flefined  or  unknown  ... 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  suhjoinecl  ages 
ot  “  Residents,”  whether  occur¬ 
ring  within  or  without  the  District. 


C/7 

Under  1  year.  j 

1  and  under  2  years.  ' 

2  and  under  5  years. 

5  and  under  15  years. 

15  and  under  2.5  years. 

25  and  under  4.5  years. 

45  aufl  under  65  years. 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEIA 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Geere,  Relievins  Oflicer,  that  relief 
has  increased  about  four  times  the  amount  it  was  five  years  ago. 
Last  year,  1924,  the  relief  paid  was  £612,  and  in  1925  £850. 
These  figures  include  the  whole  amount  of  relief. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  Infirmary  under  the  authority 
of  the  Sheppey  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  General  Hospitals 
more  especially  those  at  Rochester  and  Maidstone,  are  fully 
utilised  by  the  population. 

There  has  been  no  special  sickness  in  the  area  with  the 
exception  of  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  1923,  but  this  was  the  general  experience 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  present  rate  is  very  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

The  various  industrial  enterprises  appear  to  have  no  detri-  ' 
mental  effect  on  the  health  of  the  employees. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Hospital  Accommodation: — 

Tuberculosis:  Provided  for  by  the  Kent  County  Council  at 
the  hospitals  under  their  direction  or  supervision. 

Maternity:  When  difficulty  arises  the  cases  are  removed  to 
Sheppey  Infirmary,  a  distance  of  about  four  miles. 

There  is  no  special  hospital  for  children  with  the  exception 
of  treatment  available  at  General  Hospitals. 

FEVER.  The  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria.  En¬ 
teric  Fever  and  Smallpox  is  provided  for  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
Board,  who  have  an  Isolation  Hospital  at  Keycol  Hill,  Sitting- 
bourne.  This  hospital  is  distant  about  10  miles,  and  cases  are 
easily  removed  by  motor  ambulance  provided  by  the  Hospital. 

There  is  no  Cottage  nor  General  Hospital  on  the  Isle  of 
Sheppey.  Urgent  cases  are  either  removed  to  the  Infirmary  at 
Minster  (distant  4  miles),  or  to  one  of  the  General  Hospitals  on 
the  mainland;  most  frequently  to  either  Rochester,  19  miles,  or 
Maidstone,  20  miles. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  nor  homeless  children,  with  the  exception 
of  that  afforded  at  Minster  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  cases  are  ren-ioved  by  motor  ambulance  provided 
by  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 

Non-infectious  cases  are  removed  by  an  ambulance  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Queenborough  branch  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Brigade. 

ST.  JOHN’S  AMBULANCE  BRIGADE. 

Queenborough  Branch. 

Trustees:  R.  Stevens,  Dr.  Madwar,  C.  Kersley,  H.  Small. 

Secretary:  E.  R.  R.  Greenstreet,  Cromwell  Road,  West  Minster. 

This  branch  of  the  Brigade  was  established  in  1921  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Borough  for  the  removal  of  accidents  which 
might  occur  at  the  various  works  in  the  town  or  in  any  house¬ 
hold. 


on 

A  now  nnil)ulanoc  was  pui'cliast'd  and  is  doinj;  ftood  service'. 
Cases  of  j;onoral  disease,  except  infectious  cases,  and  all  acci¬ 
dent  cases  are  removed.  Application  for  use  of  the  ambulance 
should  he  made  to  Dr.  iMadwar. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following-  are  the  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  avail¬ 
able  for  the  Borough. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

W.  C.  D.  HILLS,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond.,  D.P.H.  Loud. 

♦Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

♦Child  Welfare  Officer. 

♦School  Medical  Inspector. 

HORATIO  SMALL,  M.M.C.E.,  M.R.S.I. 

♦Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Surveyor. 

MISS  L.  C.  COOPER,  A.R.S.I. 

♦Health  Visitor  and  Child  Welfare  Nurse. 

*  Officers  thus  marked  have  part  of  their  salary  paid  undei' 
the  Pul)lic  Health  Act  and  part  by  grants  of  the  Exchequer. 

(a)  Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  towards  salaries  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitaiy  Inspector, 

(b)  Exchequer  grants  towards  the  salary  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  as  Child  Welfare  Officer  and  Malaria  Officer, 
and  towards  the  salary  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Nurse. 


There  is  no  provision  for  the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases 
at  home. 

General  home  nursing  is  accomplished  by  the  energetic 
work  of  the  District  Nurse,  Nurse  Cooper,  who  is  also  Health 
Visitor  and  Child  Welfare  Nurse,  and  whose  salaiy  is  paid  by 
the  Borough  Council, 

MIDWIVES. 

Resident  in  District  .  1 

LABORATORY. 

Queenborough,  under  the  Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Committee,  shares  with  Sheerness  Urban  District  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  Laboratory  carried  on  at  Sheerness  as  a  branch 
of  the  County  Laboratory.  The  following  examinations  were 
made  for  the  Borough; 

Diphtheria,  Ringworm. 

Positive.  Negative.  Total.  Positive.  Negative.  Total. 

0  18  18  3  3  G 

Total  examinations.  24. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS.  BY-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  181)0. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  .Act,  1907,  Part  11..  Soctions 
15,  IG,  17,  21,  22,  27,  32  and  33.  Part  III.,  all  Sections 
other  than  Sections  48,  49  and  51.  Part  IV.  Pait  \'l. 
-Adopted  .Ai)ril  20th.  1925. 

Public  Libraries  .Act. 

By-Laws,  New  Streets  and  Buildings.  These  were  entirely 
revised  and  ajjproved  by  the  Ministiy  in  1925. 
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Early  consideration  should  be  made  for  the  enactinj;  of 
R>’-la\vs  res;ardini;  the  resnlation  of  I’ish  Friers  and  lla/^  and 
l>one  Dealers,  and  also  with  I’egard  to  houses  let  in  lodgings. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  water  sni)i)ly  is  derived  from  two  dee])  bore  wells 
situated  on  Rushenden  Hill  outside  the  town,  and  stored  in  a 
reservoir  on  the  some  site,  composed  of  reinforced  concrete  and 
with  a  capacity  of  175,000  gallons.  The  height  of  the  reservoii- 
is  sufficient  to  supply  all  parts  of  the  District  by  gravitation, 
and  the  supply  is  a  constant  service.  The  actual  pressure  is 
341hs.  to  the  square  inch.  A  loan  of  £700  was  allowed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  1922  for  the  provision  of  the  second  bore 
hole,  which  extends  to  a  depth  of  42(ift.  and  is  in  the  chalk. 
This  new  bore  communicates  with  the  original  bore  at  210  feet 
by  means  of  a  tunnel. 

The  water  is  pumped  by  two  sets  of  two  throw  rocker 
pumps  with  a  stroke  of  2ft.  Gins,  and  a  capacity  of  12,000  gal¬ 
lons  per  hour.  The  pump  heads  are  situated  120  feet  below 
the  surface.  The  pump  drive  is  by  means  of  double  helical  spur 
gearing,  and  at  first  the  motive  power  was  electricity,  but  owing 
to  the  cost  a  suction  gas  plant  was  installed  and  has  proved 
very  satisfactory.  The  rest  level  is  116  feet  below  O.D. 

The  quality  and  purity  of  the  water  is  excellent  except  that 
the  iron  content  is  high,  but  not  to  be  in  any  way  dangerous  to 
health.  The  service  is  constant  and  ample,  and  the  total  con¬ 
sumption,  including  supply  to  factories,  is  15  gallons  per  head. 

MALARIA. 

The  ditches  immediately  surrounding  the  town  are  a 
potential  source  of  danger  from  breeding  the  Anopheles  Maculi- 
pennis  and  the  Ochlerotatus  Detritus.  Numerous  cases  of  Ma¬ 
laria  occurred  after  the  war  either  indigenous  cases  or  imported 
by  soldiers.  There  were  no  new  cases  in  1925,  but  close  super¬ 
vision  is  maintained  over  all  old  cases.  Owing  to  the  continual 
increase  of  Ochlerotatus  Detritus  throughout  the  Island,  the 
Town  Council  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  Urban  District 
Council  and  the  Naval  and  Military  Authorities,  and  a  definite 
campaign  of  treatment  of  ditches  was  carried  out,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  be  continued  in  1926. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  drainage  is  by  means  of  water-borne  conservancy,  and 
discharges  into  the  Creek,  which  is  tidal,  from  a  storage  tank 
on  the  banks  of  the  Creek  with  a  capacity  of  200,000  gallons. 
Two  other  storage  culverts  are  at  Rushenden  with  a  capacity 
of  25,000  gallons.  These  tanks  are  discharged  on  the  ebb  tide 
into  the  Creek  and  no  nuisance  nor  deposit  is  caused. 

All  closets  are  provided  with  Hushing  cisterns,  and  there 
are  only  eighteen  that  are  not  connected  with  the  drainage 
system;  these  are  drained  into  cesspools  and  are  on  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Southern  Railway.  There  are  no  privies  nor 
middens  in  the  Borough. 


SCAVENGING. 


This  is  carried  out  by  means  of  covered  carts  provided  un¬ 
der  contract,  and  all  refuse  is  removed  to  pits  situated  li  miles 
from  the  town.  No  nuisance  is  complained  of  from  the  refuse 
dump. 

Sanitary  dustbins  are  continually  being  replaced  and  added 
to  in  number,  and  little  difficulty  is  encountered  in  this  work. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  inspection  of  the  area  and  attendance  to  nuisances  has 
been  steadily  enforced,  and  during  the  past  five  years  this  policy 
has  been  continued.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Small,  has 
reported  to  me  in  the  following  tabular  statement,  which  is  in 
accordance  with  Article  19  (12)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order, 
1922. 


Nuisances  found  and  reported  during  the  year: — 


No.  investigated.  No.  abated. 


Overcrowding  .  5  ...  5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  .  10  ...  10 

Drainage  .  25  ...  25 

Dustbins  .  66  ...  55 


No.  of 
defects 


Xo,  ill 

District  Xo. 

of  Visits 

foiliul 

Bakehouses 
Dairies  . 

...  ,  2 

1 

12 

•  •  ■ 

Cowsheds  . 

Slaughterhouses 

...  t  2 

i  4 

CO 

.  .  - 

(Licensed)  , 

.  .  . 

1 

36 

• — 

Factories  . 

7 

24 

— 

Xo.  of 
defects 
remedied 


A  total  of  212  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 


Notices  served: — Statutory  1  Informal  50. 


Further  inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  action 
taken  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of  Housing. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CON¬ 
TROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS. 

Several  times  during  the  year  the  effluvia  emitted  from  the 
Chemical  Works  have  been  very  bad,  but  on  my  personal  re- 
presentation  to  the  Manager,  action  has  always  been  taken  to 
al)ate  the  nuisance.  1  propose  to  recommend  that  By-laws  to 
regulate  Fish  Friers  and  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers,  and  also  for 
the  regulation  of  houses  let  in  lodgings,  be  considered  l)y  your 
Health  Committee  with  a  view  to  their  adoption. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  the  water  supply  have  been 
watched,  and  a  close  interchange  of  information  as  to  the 
pi-esence  of  infection  in  the  District  or  in  the  schools  has  been 
maintained  through  the  School  ''Peachers,  School  ,\ttendance 
Officei's,  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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IIOUSINC. 

All  the  houses  are  substantial  brick-built  dwelliuss.  and 
there  are  uo  back-to-back  dwellings. 

There  is  no  actual  shortage  of  houses,  but  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  require  to  be  built  to  provide  more  modern  accommodation 
in  place  of  some  of  the  i)resent  houses. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  has  been  discussed  by  the 
rJorough  Council  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  five 
years,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  with  the  idea  of  i)roviding 
20  to  50  new  houses,  and  in  one  case  tenders  were  obtained,  but 
owing  to  the  price  the  scheme  was  postponed.  In  1925,  after 
discussion  a  proposal  was  finally  approved,  under  the  1923 
Housing  Act  for  the  erection  and  sale  of  houses,  to  commence 
with  two  houses  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Standard  non-parlour 
type  and  two  Nissen  Petren  non-parlour  type.  A  contract  was 
signed  in  August.  1925,  and  building  will  be  completed  in  1926 
with  possible  further  extensions.  A  site  plan  was  approved  for 
the  erection  of  38  houses  for  sale  or  otherwise. 

The  population  is  practically  stationary,  there  being  an  in¬ 
crease  of  only  95  in  five  years.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of 
overcrowding,  a  number  of  houses  intended  only  for  single 
families  being  sub-let  to  two  or  three  families,  and  it  is  for  this 
reason  that  more  houses  are  required.  The  Census  of  1921 
gave  624  families  as  occupying  582  dwellings,  and  as  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  this  difference  will  have  increased  owing  to  the 
increase  of  population.  Under  these  circumstances  about  55 
houses  to  remedy  overcrowding,  and  20  to  supply  new  in  place 
of  old  houses,  or  a  total  of  75  houses  should  satisfy  the  mini¬ 
mum  needs  of  the  Borough. 

The  standard  of  housing  is  good,  the  majority  of  the  houses 
being  of  substantial  construction.  The  general  defects  found 
are,  defective  w.c.s,  pavements,  spoutings  and  roofs.  All  these 
defects  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  the  landlords  were  in  default;  a  few 
cases  of  stoppage  of  drains  were  certainly  due  to  carelessness 
of  the  tenants. 

There  is  no  unhealthy  area  in  the  Borough. 

I  am  recommending  the  adoption  of  By-laws  with  regard 
to  houses  let  in  lodgings. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  . . .  Nil 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons .  Nil 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

Insi)ection — (1)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Pul)lic  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  . 


35 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  Nil 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  28 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close.  Nil 


B.— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  .  10 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 
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INSPFX’TION  AND  SUI’DIIVISION  OF  FOOD. 


.\11  milk  is  locally  i)r()(luctHl.  There  are  seven  rejj:istere(l 
milk  dealers  in  the  district,  and  of  these  six  have  dairies  and 
keep  cows  to  sui)ply  the  milk.  Samples  of  the  milk  are  taken 
hy  the  County  Council,  and  no  proceedings  were  necessary 
during  1025. 

No  action  was  reciuired  with  regard  to  tubercular  cattle. 
One  milk  retailer  retired  from  business  and  his  name  was  re¬ 
moved  from  the  register. 

MEAT. 

There  is  one  slaughter-house  in  the  Borough.  There  are 
four  butchers’  shops,  and  the  proportion  of  imported  meat  is 
about  50  per  cent.  Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  all  pre¬ 
mises  under  the  Meat  Regulations,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find 
that  all  the  shops  are  provided  with  glass  fronts  which  are 
kept  closed. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

1920.  Jan.,  1925.  Dec.,  1925. 

Registered  .  1  ...  1  ...  1 

Thirty-six  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughter-house.  Alto¬ 
gether  1411)s.  of  liver  (imported)  were  condemned  during  the 
year.  The  amount  of  unsound  food  condemned  during  the  past 
five  years  has  been  very  small.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  butchers 
for  the  care  they  take  and  the  immediate  notice  they  give 
regarding  any  suspicious  meat. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  is  one  bakehouse  in  the  Borough  to  \vhich  twelve 
visits  have  been  made. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

There  are  seven  factories  in  the  District.  Twenty-four 
visits  have  been  made  and  no  defects  found. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  Superintendent  Hoare,  of  Sittingbourne,  for  the 
following  figures: 


Sample.  No.  taken. 

Citric  Acid  .  1 

Cod  Liver  Oil .  1 

Iodine  (Tincture  of)  1 


No  proceedings  were  necessary. 


Sample.  No.  taken. 

New  Milk  .  6 

Olive  Oil  .  1 

Quinine  (Ammoniated 
Tincture  of)  ...  1 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  amount  of  food  consumed  and  damaged  annually  by 
rats  amounts  to  a  large  sum.  and  has  been  estimated  at 
£70,000,000  per  annum.  The  Town  Council  decided  to  assist 
in  inaugurating  a  Rat  Week,  and  this  was  held  from  Novembei' 
1st  to  7th.  Leaflets  were  distributed  and  directions  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  were  circulated  from  the  Public 
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Health  Office.  Public  interest  was  stimulated,  and  a  large 
number  of  rats  were  destroyed.  It  is  hoped  to  continue  these 
measures  next  year,  and  that  the  public  will  continue  their 
effoits  throughout  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

Between  the  years  1920  and  1925  the  chief  events  regard¬ 
ing  infectious  diseases  have  been  the  marked  rise  in  1929  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria;  both  of  these  diseases,  however, 
were  more  prevalent  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years,  1924  and  1925,  have  shown  a  most  maiked 
decrease  and  are  now  well  below  the  average  case  rate  for 
these  diseases.  The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  for 
1924  and  1925  looks  formidable,  but  this  is  due  to  the  notifica¬ 
tion  of  Chicken  Pox,  which  accounted  for  35  notifications  in 
1924  and  22  in  1925. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  from  the  Public  Health 
Office  to  any  Practitioner  requiring  to  use  it  in  the  Borough. 
It  is  recommended  that  a  dose  should  be  given  in  cases  of  sus¬ 
picious  throats  whilst  awaiting  the  result  of  the  bacteriological 
examination. 

Swabs  are  examined  and  reports  issued  to  Practitioners 
from  the  Laboratory  at  Sheerness  Public  Health  Offices.  Smear 
examinations  are  made  and  examined  in  14  hours  and  the  result 
telephoned;  the  growth  is  reported  upon  the  following  morning. 


DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  Sulphur  of  For¬ 
maldehyde  Fumigation,  and  by  which  means  clothing  is 
treated.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  disinfected 
two  houses  and  the  contents  of  two  bedrooms. 

No  practical  application  has  been  made  of  either  the  Schick 
or  Dick  tests  for  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


VACCINATION. 

Dr.  Madwar,  the  Public  Vaccinator  for  the  District,  informs 
me  that  the  following  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during 
1925;- -Primary,  18;  Secondary,  2,  and  that  vaccination  con¬ 
tinues  to  diminish. 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  was  pievalent  in  both  1924  and  1925,  but  was^ 
not  of  a  severe  type.  Co-operation  l)etween  the  School  Authori¬ 
ties  and  the  Public  Health  Department  is  ensured  by  com¬ 
munication  between  the  Teachers,  School  Attendance  Officer, 
Practitionei’S  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 
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I N  I  ( )  i T s  ]:)i  s  KA  s ros. 


Disease. 

’A 

Females. 

Total. 

X’umher  removerl 

to  Hospital. 

Total  (leatiis 

registered. 

Dijihtheria  . 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

1) 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

1 

») 

O 

1) 

Kuterie  Fevei-  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

Puerperal  h’ever  . 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

0 

.Malaria  . 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Ervsipelas  . 

1) 

1 

1 

II 

II 

Ophthalmia  Xeonatoriuu  . 

1) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Eiieeplialit is  [jotharffica  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Pneumonia  . 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Tuherculosis  ; —  Pulmonary  . 

1) 

II 

li 

II 

Non-Puhnonarv 

O 

1 

•• 

.  > 

_ 

O 

Chicken  I’ox  . 

1  :i 

!) 

O  •> 

0 

Totals  . 

CM 

CM 

1-2 

. 

0 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


in2o. 


.Jainia  ry 
lAliiuarv 
March  ■  . 
April 

-May  . 

Juno 

July 

Auc;uf;( 

Soptoiul)cr 

Octohor 

Xovoiii  hor 

lJoc(*iiil)('r 


1 

1 

o 

1 

S 

1  X 

F> 

.2 

73 

A 

c3 

>■*  X 

-  G 

'Ij 

, 

Oi 

ilaria. 

yj 

^  O 

s  z 

£  S 
1 

:  zj 

O 

A 

,  Q 

O' 

1— I 

3 

o  r 

o 

o 

H 

(1 

0 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

18 

HI 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

1 

" 

•  ) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

II 

U 

II 

II 

II 

" 

1 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

II 

1 

II 

1 

II 

II 

0 

II 

11 

11 

O 

3 

11 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

1 

O 

II 

II 

II 

0 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

I) 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

II 

0 

1 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

o 

II 

II 

U 

0 

0 

tl 

0 

1 

u 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

t  O 

i  __ 

1 

(i 

3 

22 

34 

The  twelve  months’  totals 


78 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


N 

umber  of  cases  notified. 

i 

At  ages  — 

-  .yt‘ 

U‘S. 

) 

Disease. 

At  all  ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  to  5  years. 

d  to  Id  years. 

Id  to  25  years. 

2d  to  4d  years. 

4d  to  6d  years. 

■/. 

cc 

Total  cases  re¬ 

moved  to  Hospi 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0 

II 

1 

1  0 

0 

II 

II 

fl 

II 

Searlet  Fever  . 

*} 

II 

1 

1 

II 

II 

0 

II 

•) 

Enteric  Fever  . 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

fl 

II 

II 

II 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

II 

II 

0 

d 

(1 

II 

II 

II 

Malaria  . 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Erv.sipelas  . 

1 

II 

0 

II 

II 

1 

0 

II 

1) 

Pneumonia  . 

(1 

0 

II 

0 

II 

II 

II 

II 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

0 

0 

II 

II 

II 

0 

0 

II 

II 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

Tuberculosis  : — Pulmonary  : — 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

U 

0 

u 

0 

Male  . 

() 

0 

II 

0 

4 

o 

1) 

_ 

Female  . 

Non-Pulmonarv  : 

u 

II 

0 

II 

0 

II 

0 

- 

Ma  le  . 

.) 

II 

1 

0 

II 

II 

1 

II  ! 

Female  . 

1 

II 

0 

1 

0 

II 

II 

II  ' 

Chicken  Pox  . 

2 

1 

1-t 

1) 

II 

1 

II 

0 

II 

Totals  . 

34 

1 

16 

8 

1 

4 

4 

1 

0  1 

2 

During  1925  all  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  small  in 
number  with  the  exception  of  Chicken  Pox,  which  was  made 
notifiable  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Smallpox.  Chicken 
Pox  was  made  notifiable  for  twelve  months  from  July  14th, 
1923,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  that  period  was  continued  for 
another  twelve  months  to  July  14th,  1925,  when  it  was  dis¬ 
continued. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  PULMONARY  AND  NON-PULMONARY. 


At  ages  —  years. 

iSlew 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonarv. 
M.  F. 

Pulmonarv. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonarv. 

M.  F. 

Under  1  year  . 

tl 

U 

0 

0 

0 

II 

1) 

!  0 

1  to  d  years  . 

1) 

0 

1 

0 

1) 

0 

1 

0 

6  to  Id  years  . 

II 

0 

(1 

] 

II 

0 

II 

II 

Id  to  2d  years  .... 

4 

(1 

1) 

tl 

1.1 

0 

u 

u 

2d  to  Id  years 

O 

0 

II 

0 

tl 

II 

0 

tl 

4d  to  6d  years  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

II 

1 

u 

6d  and  ui)\vards 

<1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

II 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

(> 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2  1 

*10 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  has  improved.  The  register 
is  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  numbers  reported  quarterly  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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No  action  has  liecn  ncccssnry  under  the  following  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Acts: — 

lhd)lic  Health  (Prevention  of  Tubei'cnlosis)  Reguhi- 
tions.  1925. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  (52. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  between  the  Medical 
Oflioer  of  Health  and  Di'.  Cihbins,  the  Medical  Oflicei’  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  under  the  Kent  County  Council 
Scheme  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 


IMATKRNITY  AND  CHILD  WP^LFARE. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  serves  three  important  pur¬ 
poses  through  the  careful  work  of  the  Health  Visitor.  These 
three  pui poses  are: 

(1)  The  care,  education  and  supervision  of  expectant 
mothers; 

(2)  Education  of  nursing  mothers  and  advice  on  the 
importance  of  maternal  feeding; 

(3)  Care  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years. 

We  may  safely  say  that  our  Welfare  is  well  filling  the 
nbove  reciuirements,  and  this  must  be  attributed  largely  to  the 
good  work  of  our  Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Cooper,  and  the  interest 
that  is  taken  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Ante-natal  work  still  makes  slow  progress,  and  I  hope  in 
future  to  see  much  more  interest  exhibited  in  this  part  of  the 
work.  Attendance  to  the  mother’s  health  before  confinement 
is  of  vital  importance  to  both  the  mother  and  the  future  child’s 
well-being. 

The  following  table  gives  a  synopsis  of  the  work  achieved 
at  the  Welfare  and  by  Nurse  Cooper  during  1925. 


Welfare  sessions,  number  held  .  52 

Number  of  mothers  attending  .  lOG 

New  mothers  .  38 

Number  of  children  attending  .  134 

^Mothers’  attendances  for  year  .  1181 

Children’s  attendances  for  year  ...  1572 

Diied  Milk  issued  free  .  15-lbs. 


I  would  especially  direct  your  attention  to  the  last  item. 
Free  milk  is  issued  only  in  necessitous  cases  according  to  a 
certain  scale  of  family  wages,  and  I  think  it  speaks  well  for 
the  condition  of  the  Borough  that  only  151bs.  were  required 
during  the  year. 

Nurse  Cooi)cr  furthei’  reports: — • 


BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Births  notified  .  25 

32 

57 

Attended  by  Medical  Pi-actitioners 

24 

.attended  by  Midwives  . 

33 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

Stillborn  . 

1 

Breast  fed  . 

50 

Artificially  fed  . 

1 

so 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


First  visits 

58 

Visits,  1  to 

5  years  .... 

..  490 

Re-visits 

..  451 

Visits,  2  to 

5  years  .... 

..  352 

Measles 

3 

Whooping 

Cough 

11 

Ante- natal 

visits 

47 

Consultations  and  advice  were  given  individually  at  the 
Welfare  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  50  mothers,  and  in  addition 
two  ante-natal  consultations  were  given. 

With  regard  to  ante-natal  consultations  a  special  api)oint- 
ment  with  the  Medical  Officer  can  always  he  made  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Nurse. 

There  is  one  resident  Midwife  in  the  area,  but  other  Mid¬ 
wives  are  also  available  from  the  Lethbridge  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion,  Sheerness,  and  their  services  have  been  appreciated  in 
emergencies. 

Difficult  cases  of  maternity,  should  the  Practitioner  in 
charge  consider  it  necessary,  are  usually  removed  to  the  Shep- 
pey  Infirmary. 

Up  to  the  present  Orthopaedic  treatment  has  not  been  avail¬ 
able,  hut  the  Council  has  approved  the  principle  of  acting  in 
co-operation  with  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  Council  in  the 
scheme  at  present  under  consideration  by  the  Kent  County 
Council.  Under  this  scheme,  when  completed.  Sheerness  Child 
Welfare  will  be  a  clinical  centre  for  the  Island. 

A  specially  close  watch  is  kept  upon  children  approaching 
school  age  in  order  that  they  may  commence  their  school  career 
to  full  advantage. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  have 
been  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  year,  which  speaks  well 
for  the  skill  and  attention  of  the  Midwives  and  nurses. 


Cases 

notified. 

Cases  treated. 

Vision 

unimpaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

blindness. 

Death. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

